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ABOUT

Sc reen  P roduce rs  Aust ra l ia  (SPA )  is

the  peak  indust ry  and  t rade  body

suppo r t i ng  the  in te res ts  o f  ove r  750+

sc reen  bus i nesses ,  bo th  la rge  and

smal l ,  i n  the i r  produc t i on  o f  sc reen

s to r i es  ac ross  a l l  gen res  and  fo rma t s .  

Eve ry  yea r ,  our  membe r  bus i nesses

suppo r t  thousands  o f  ro les  and

gene ra te  b i l l i ons  i n  produc t i on

revenue ,  o f fe r i ng  a  s i gn i f ican t

con t r i but i on  to the  Aust ra l ian

economy .

On beha l f  o f  our  membe r  bus i nesses ,

we  a re  commi t ted  to fos te r i ng  a

hea l thy  comme rc ia l  env i ronmen t

th rough ongo ing  engagemen t  w i th

b roadcas te rs ,  d is t r i buto rs ,  the

gove rnmen t ,  the  un ion ,  and  o the r

sc reen  o rgan isa t i ons .

This  coo rd ina ted  d ia logue  ensures  tha t

our  i ndust ry  is  success fu l ,  emp l oymen t

l eve ls  a re  s t rong ,  and  the  commun i ty ’s

expec ta t i ons  o f  access  to h igh -qua l i ty

Aust ra l ian  con ten t  have  been  me t .  

SPA has  a  numbe r  o f  gove rnance

resources  ava i lab le  fo r  counc i l lo rs  and

membe rs ,  i nc lud ing  a  Conf l i c t  o f

In te res t  Po l icy ,  E th ica l  P rac t i ce  Po l icy ,

Membe rsh ip  Te rms  and  Cond i t i ons ,

Nego t i a t i ng  Commi t tee  P ro toco l ,  and

P r ivacy  Po l icy .  SPA is  a lso a  membe r

of  the  Sc reen  D ive rs i ty  &  I nc lus i on

Ne two rk  (SDIN )  and  pa r tne r  to the

Sc reen  Indust ry  Code  of  P rac t i ce ,

a longs i de  the  MEAA ,  ava i lab le  a t

www.sc reensafe ty .com .au.

‘LEGO® Masters: Grand Masters of the Galaxy,’ Endemol Shine
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Ove r  the  pas t  yea r ,  our  i ndust ry  has  con t i nued  to prove  i t s  s t reng th ,  adaptab i l i ty  and  bound less

c rea t iv i ty .  Whe the r  th rough b reakout  successes  l i ke  App l e  C ide r  V inega r  and  the  g row i ng

success  o f  in te rna t i ona l ly  acc la imed produc t i ons  l i ke  Love  on  the  Spec t rum ,  o r  the  s teady

st ream of  h igh -qua l i ty  d rama ,  comedy ,  documen ta ry  and  an ima ted  produc t i ons ,  Aust ra l ian

s to ry te l l ing  con t i nues  to resona te  he re  a t  home and  a round the  wo r l d .

These  ach ievemen t s  a re  the  resu l t  o f  ext rao rd ina ry  commi tmen t  and  pass i on  f rom our

produce rs ,  wr i te rs ,  d i rec to rs ,  c rews  and  indust ry  pa r tne rs .  The i r  ab i l i ty  to th r ive  amid  sh i f t i ng

g loba l  dynamics  is  a  cons tan t  reminde r  o f  the  depth  and  res i l i ence  o f  our  sc reen  sec to r .

We ’ve  seen  the  powe r  o f  th is  commun i ty  come toge the r  mos t  v iv i d ly  a t  SCREEN FOREVER 39 ,  a

s tandout  momen t  o f  the  yea r .  Th is  annua l  even t  remains  a  v i ta l  hub fo r  connec t i on ,

co l labo ra t i on  and  bus i ness  ac ross  the  indust ry .  Thank  you  to eve ryone  who  he lped  make  i t  such

a  success ,  and  to the  many  membe rs  who  b rough t  the i r  i deas ,  ene rgy  and  expe r t ise  to the  tab le .

Of  course ,  the  yea r  hasn ’ t  been  w i thout  i t s  cha l lenges .  Ch ie f  among them is  the  con t i nued

absence  of  s t rong ,  enfo rceab le  loca l  con ten t  regu l a t i on  fo r  s t reaming  p l a t fo rms .  Wh i le  these

se rv i ces  o f fe r  new  oppo r tun i t i es ,  the  lack  o f  adequa te  po l icy  and  inves tmen t  ob l iga t i ons  l eaves

our  l oca l  produc t i on  commun i ty  vu l ne rab le .  SPA ’s  message  on  th is  has  been  c lea r  and

cons is ten t :  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es  dese rve  mean ingfu l  suppo r t ,  no t  just  i n  pr i nc ip l e ,  but  i n  prac t i ce .

6

INTRODUCTIONA N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 / 2 5



PRESIDENT'S

REPORT CONT.

WWW.SCREENPRODUCERS.ORG.AU 7

INTRODUCTIONA N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 / 2 5

Our  advocacy  wo rk  has  been  t i re less ,  and  we  remain  focused  on  push ing  fo r  refo rm tha t  c rea tes

a  fa i re r ,  mo re  susta inab le  future  fo r  the  en t i re  sec to r .  S t ronge r  s t reaming  quo tas  ob l iga t i ons

and  a  leve l  regu l a to ry  p l ay i ng  f ie ld  a re  no t  just  i ndust ry  demands  —  they  a re  cu l tu ra l

impe ra t ives .

As  we  look  to the  yea r  ahead ,  I  am conf iden t  tha t  we  w i l l  con t i nue  to mee t  the  cha l lenges  tha t

l i e  ahead  w i th  the  same sp i r i t  o f  un i ty  and  de te rmina t i on  tha t  has  ca r r i ed  us  th rough so fa r .  My

s i nce re  thanks  go  to the  SPA Counc i l ,  our  Adv iso rs ,  and  a l l  our  membe rs  fo r  your  con t i nued

con t r i but i ons .  Your  t ime ,  ene rgy  and  be l ie f  in  the  powe r  o f  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es  a re  wha t  make  th is

i ndust ry  g rea t .

Thank  you  aga in  fo r  your  suppo r t  and  fo r  eve ry th ing  you  do  to keep  our  sec to r  s t rong .

T ra c ey  V i e i ra ,  P res i d e n t

Tracey Vieira, Hoodlum Entertainment & SPA Council President

SCREEN FOREVER 39
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I t  has  been  a  pr iv i l ege  to s tep  i n to the  ro le  o f  inaugura l  Cha i r  o f  the  Sc reen  P roduce rs  Aust ra l ia

Counc i l  in  Janua ry  2025 ,  a t  a  t ime  o f  bo th  g rea t  cha l lenge  and  oppo r tun i ty  fo r  Aust ra l ia ’s

i ndependen t  sc reen  sec to r .

Though my  tenure  is  s t i l l  re la t ive ly  new ,  i t  has  a l ready  been  a  yea r  o f  momen tum ,  urgency  and

impac t .  F rom day  one  o f  SCREEN FOREVER 39 ,  i t  was  c lea r  tha t  SPA membe rs  a re  no t  on ly

pass i ona te  and  res i l i en t  but  a lso un i ted  in  the i r  des i re  to ensure  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry

is  suppo r ted ,  v is i b le ,  and  future - fac ing .

I  was  proud to represen t  SPA on  the  na t i ona l  s tage  dur i ng  the  confe rence 's  open ing ,  advoca t i ng

fo r  the  pro tec t i on  o f  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es  a t  a  t ime  when  g loba l  deve lopmen t s  we re  aga in

h igh l igh t i ng  the  impo r tance  of  loca l  con ten t .  

The  med ia  f renzy  a round Dona ld  T rump ’s  proposed  100%  ta r i f fs  on  fo re ign  f i lms  reminded  us

just  how  vu l ne rab le  the  g loba l  sc reen  economy  can  be  to po l i t i ca l  dec is i ons—and  how  v i ta l  i t  is

fo r  Aust ra l ia  to def ine  i t s  pa th  w i th  c la r i ty  and  courage ,  and  I  took  eve ry  oppo r tun i ty  to make

the  case  fo r  s t rong ,  susta ined  inves tmen t  i n  loca l  produc t i on .

Since  Janua ry ,  the  Counc i l  has  focused  on  prov i d ing  s t rong s t ra teg ic  d i rec t i on ,  l is ten ing  to the

needs  o f  produce rs ,  and  suppo r t i ng  SPA ’s  advocacy  on  key  issues ,  i nc lud ing  s t reaming

regu l a t i on ,  i ndust r i a l  refo rm ,  and  loca l  con ten t  ob l iga t i ons .  

I ’ve  been  s t ruck  by  the  c la r i ty  and  conv i c t i on  o f  our  membe r  base .  I ndependen t  produce rs  a re

the  backbone  of  our  sc reen  cu l tu re ,  and  your  expe r i ences ,  cha l lenges ,  and  asp i ra t i ons  have

in fo rmed the  pr i o r i t i es  we  move  fo rwa rd w i th .
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I n  my  prev i ous  l eade rsh ip  ro les ,  I ’ve  seen  how  powe r fu l  a  un i f ied  sec to r  vo ice  can  be .  The  same

ho lds  he re .  Whe the r  you ' re  wo rk ing  in  d rama ,  documen ta ry ,  ch i ld ren ’s  con ten t ,  fo rma t s ,  o r

on l ine  s to ry te l l ing ,  the  s t reng th  of  SPA l ies  i n  i t s  ab i l i ty  to b r i ng  produce rs  toge the r  unde r  one

banne r  and  d r ive  mean ingfu l  change .

The Counc i l ’s  wo rk  is  u l t ima te ly  about  enab l ing  produce rs  to own  and  te l l  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es  on

the i r  te rms .  Tha t  means  con t i nu i ng  to push  fo r  regu l a to ry  and  fund ing  f ramewo rks  tha t  empowe r

the  independen t  sec to r ,  wh i le  a lso ensur i ng  the  indust ry  is  i nc lus ive ,  susta inab le ,  and  ref lec t ive

of  the  fu l l  d ive rs i ty  o f  our  popu l a t i on .

As  we  en te r  the  f ina l  qua r te r  o f  2025 ,  I  wou l d  l i ke  to thank  SPA CEO Ma t thew  Deane r ,  the

ded ica ted  SPA s taf f ,  and  my  fe l low  Counc i l  membe rs  fo r  the i r  commi tmen t  and  va luab le

ins i gh t s .  And  to a l l  SPA membe rs— thank  you  fo r  the  wo rk  you  do .  You  a re  no t  on ly  c rea t i ng

except i ona l  con ten t ;  you  a re  he lp i ng  to shape  the  cu l tu ra l  iden t i ty  o f  th is  na t i on .

K a te  C a rn e l l ,  C oun c i l  C h a i r



COUNCIL
We a re  gove rned  by  an  e lec ted  counc i l  and  appo in ted  adv iso rs .  Our  e lec t i ons  a re  he ld  annua l ly

w i th  indust ry  l eade rs  se lec ted  f rom ac ross  the  fea tu re  f i lm ,  te lev is i on  and  imme rs ive  med ia

sec to rs .
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matthew deaner, SCREEN FOREVER 39

Le t  me  beg in  by  extend ing  a  hea r t fe l t  thank  you  to our  e lec ted  SPA Counc i lo rs  and  Adv iso rs  fo r

the i r  con t i nued  gu i dance  and  leade rsh ip  o f  the  o rgan isa t i on ,  l ed  by  P res i den t  T racey  V ie i ra ,

Vice  P res i den t  Suzanne  Ryan ,  and  our  I ndependen t  Cha i r ,  Ka te  Ca rne l l .  They  con t i nue  to gu i de

and  s tee r  SPA in  wha t  has  been  ano the r  t rans fo rma t ive  yea r  fo r  the  sc reen  indust ry .  Ba lanc ing

the  demands  o f  the i r  own  bus i nesses  a longs i de  the i r  ro les  a t  SPA is  no  smal l  fea t ,  and  the i r

con t r i but i ons  a re  c r i t i ca l  to our  success .   

 

Much  l i ke  the  d ive rs i ty  w i th in  our  Counc i l ,  the  b read th  of  SPA ’s  membe rsh ip  remains  one  o f  our

g rea tes t  s t reng ths .  F rom smal l  independen t  produce rs  to ma jo r  g loba l  produc t i on  compan ies ,

SPA se rves  the  in te res ts  o f  a l l  bus i nesses  i n  our  sc reen  sec to r .  Our  membe rs '  ded ica t i on ,

c rea t iv i ty ,  and  ha rd wo rk  a re  wha t  fue l  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry ’s  success  on  the  g loba l

s tage .   

 

Our  sha red  goa l  is  c lea r .  To  champ i on  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es ,  ta len t ,  and  IP ,  bo th  loca l ly  and

g loba l ly .  The  advocacy ,  i ndust r i a l  suppo r t ,  and  ne two rk ing  tha t  SPA prov i des  is  des i gned  to

he lp  membe rs  f ind  and  keep  the i r  foo t i ng  and  f rom tha t  have  the  bes t  oppo r tun i t i es  to th r ive  in

an  eve r -evo lv i ng  g loba l  indust ry .   

 

Our  po l icy  wo rk  th is  yea r  has  been  re len t l ess  i n  d r iv i ng  campa igns  tha t  safegua rd the  future  of

the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry .  I n  a  c rowded  lobby i ng  env i ronmen t  i n  wh ich  our  po l icy  pos i t i ons

a re  con tes ted  by  no t  on ly  the  la rges t  med ia  o rgan isa t i ons  i n  Aust ra l ia  but  a lso some of  the

la rges t  (media  and  techno logy )  bus i nesses  on  the  p l ane t ,  cons tan t  and  n imb le  advocacy  is

needed  to keep  key  issues  and  outcomes  f ron t  and  cen t re  w i th  gove rnmen t  and  s takeho lde rs .   

 

Mos t  no tab ly ,  SPA con t i nued  to push  fo r  the  long -promised  regu l a t i on  o f  s t reaming  se rv i ces ,  a

move  c r i t i ca l  to hav i ng  a  susta inab le  future  fo r  l oca l  sc reen  con ten t .  Th is  unfo r tuna te ly  has

remained  a  wo rk  in  prog ress ,  but  we  con t i nue  to remain  opt im is t i c  about  th is  Gove rnmen t ’s

de l ive ry  o f  a  sens i b le  outcome .   

 

S t reaming  ob l iga t i ons  a re  one  o f  3  key  pa r ts  to our  2025  po l icy  pr i o r i t i es  tha t  we  launched

ahead  of  the  2025  fede ra l  e lec t i on  wh ich  a lso inc luded  reques ts  fo r  i nc reased  fund ing  fo r  our

key  sc reen  ins t i tu t i ons ,  i nc lud ing  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia  and  our  Na t i ona l  B roadcas te rs ,  and  tax

refo rm fo r  our  sec to r .

These  as  we l l  as  a  hos t  o f  many  o the r  po l icy  issues ,  no tab ly  a lso inc lud ing  A I ,  have  been  key

e lemen t s  o f  our  wo rk ,  requ i r i ng  v i g i l ance  and  ongo ing  nav i ga t i on  on  beha l f  o f  our  membe rs .  

12
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The connec t i on  o f  po l icy  ma t te rs  to day  to day  con t rac t i ng  and  indust r i a l  issues  and  then  adv i ce

has  con t i nued  to be  a  c r i t i ca l  func t i on  fo r  SPA as  we  wo rk  c lose ly  w i th  our  membe rs  to of fe r

da i ly  suppo r t  i n  nav i ga t i ng  the  rap i d ly  evo lv i ng  produc t i on  and  comme rc ia l  l andscape .  Rang ing

f rom gu i dance  on  inco rpo ra t i ng  A I  in to emp l oymen t  con t rac t s ,  to add ress i ng  on -se t  safe ty

conce rns ;  f rom ass is t i ng  produce rs  i n  respond ing  to the  ABC ’s  push  fo r  expanded  r i gh t s  c la ims ,

to advoca t i ng  fo r  i nc reased  resources  fo r  deve lopmen t  and  fa i re r  l i cense  fees :  the  wo rk  has

re len t l ess  and  tho rough .  And  in  the  backg round con t i nu i ng  nego t i a t i ons  w i th  ac to rs  and  c rew  to

ad just  and  improve  our  f ramewo rk  ag reemen t s  have  con t i nued .  

 

Th roughout  the  yea r  we  con t i nued  to de l ive r  h igh  va lue  and  nume rous  educa t i ona l ,  bus i ness  and

ne two rk ing  oppo r tun i t i es  tha t  connec ted  produce rs ,  f inanc ie rs ,  and  key  s takeho lde rs .  

 

The  Sc reen  Bus i ness  Essen t i a ls  course ,  i n  pa r tne rsh ip  w i th  AFTRS ,  remains  a  co rne rs tone  of

profess i ona l  deve lopmen t ,  equ ipp i ng  produce rs  wo rk ing  in  Aust ra l ia  w i th  the  fundamen ta l

know l edge  they  need  to nav i ga te  co re  e lemen t s  o f  our  i ndust ry .  Add i t i ona l ly ,  SPA in t roduced

the  Nav i ga t i ng  G rowth  course  to suppo r t  produce rs  i n  manag ing  and  expand ing  the i r  pro jec t s

ef fec t ive ly .  

 

Th is  yea r ’s  SPA Mas te rc lasses  de lved  in to c ruc ia l  top i cs ,  i nc lud ing  thea t r i ca l  d is t r i but i on ,  A I

and  copyr i gh t ,  and  the  P roduce r  Of fse t ,  ensur i ng  our  membe rs  have  the  ins i gh t s  needed  to

nav i ga te  an  inc reas i ng ly  comp l ex  sc reen  landscape .  

 

Our  f l agsh ip  even t ,  SCREEN FOREVER ,  con t i nues  to se rve  as  Aust ra l ia ’s  premie r  ga the r i ng  fo r

the  sc reen  indust ry ,  b r i ng ing  toge the r  profess i ona ls  f rom ac ross  the  g lobe  to d iscuss ,  deba te ,

and  ce leb ra te  the  ach ievemen t s  o f  our  sec to r ,  w i th  Canada  Connec t  be ing  an  obv i ous  h igh l igh t .

The SPA Awa rds  recogn ised  and  ce leb ra ted  the  ext rao rd ina ry  ta len t  and  c rea t iv i ty  tha t  d r ive

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  s to r i es  to the  wo r l d  s tage .  

 

I n  c los i ng ,  I  wan t  to express  my  s i nce re  g ra t i tude  to the  SPA team fo r  the i r  unwave r i ng

ded ica t i on  and  ha rd wo rk .  The i r  commi tmen t ,  ene rgy ,  and  pass i on  fo r  wha t  we  do  have  been

p ivo ta l  in  SPA ’s  ab i l i ty  to suppo r t  our  membe rs  and  the  b roade r  i ndust ry .  

 

To  our  membe rs ,  thank  you  fo r  your  con t i nued  engagemen t  and  t rus t  i n  SPA .  Your  con t r i but i ons

a re  wha t  make  our  i ndust ry  v i b ran t ,  res i l i en t ,  and  innova t ive .  Be ing  un i ted  is  c r i t i ca l  to ach ieve

and  advance  our  sha red  goa ls .  

 

As  we  look  ahead ,  we  remain  commi t ted  to champ i on ing  the  vo ices  and  s to r i es  tha t  de f ine

Aust ra l ia ’s  p l ace  in  the  g loba l  sc reen  landscape .  The  cha l lenges  a re  many ,  but  so a re  the

oppo r tun i t i es .  He re ’s  to ano the r  g rea t  yea r  fo r  SPA and  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry .  

 

M a t th ew  D e a n e r ,  C E O  



STAFF
Our  team is  made  up  o f  a  range  of  expe r i enced  and  pass i ona te  execut ives  and  c rea t ives  w i th

d ive rse  backg rounds  f rom ac ross  the  sc reen  indust ry .

M A T T H E W  D E A N E R
C E O

G L E N N  H A M I L T O N

C O O  

( U N T I L  M A R  2 0 2 5 )

S A R A H  M E L R O S E

C O O  

( F R O M  M A R  2 0 2 5 )

J A M E S  M A L C O L M

C F O  ( C O N S U L T A N T )
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J A N E  M U L L I G A N
P O L I C Y

Z O E  A N G U S

I N D U S T R I A L

S A M A N T H A  G I L L

E V E N T S ,  M A R K E T I N G ,

P A R T N E R S H I P S

B R A D  T A Y L O R

M E M B E R S H I P ,

I N C L U S I O N

A N D Y  B A R C L A Y
I N D U S T R Y  G R O W T H

J E S S I C A  G I A C C O

I N D U S T R Y

P R O G R A M M I N G

A I D A N  M C L A U G H L I N

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ,

M A R K E T I N G

B E E  Y U R D A K U L

E V E N T S
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STAFF CONT.
Our  team is  made  up  o f  a  range  of  expe r i enced  and  pass i ona te  execut ives  and  c rea t ives  w i th

d ive rse  backg rounds  f rom ac ross  the  sc reen  indust ry .

R E N E E  R I C H A R D S O N
F I N A N C E  /  P R O J E C T S  

E M I L Y  J A M E S

D I G I T A L  C O N T E N T  

S H A R M I N I  C A L D W E L L

E A  &  O F F I C E

M A N A G E R

WWW.SCREENPRODUCERS.ORG.AU 15

C H R Y S A

C H R I S T O P H E R

P A R T N E R S H I P S ,

E V E N T S

M I C H E L L E  H A R D Y

I N D U S T R Y  P R O G R A M S

( C O N S U L T A N T )
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partners
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Thank  you  to a l l  o f  our  pa r tne rs  fo r  suppo r t i ng  our  even t s  and  in i t i a t ives  ac ross  the  yea r .



THE ASSEMBLY, HELIUM Pictures

ADVOCACY



I n  2024 -25 ,  Sc reen  P roduce rs

Aust ra l ia  (SPA )  was  aga in  a t  the

fo ref ron t  o f  na t i ona l  deba te  on  the

future  of  the  sc reen  indust ry ,  as

ref lec ted  in  the  many  med ia

s ta temen t s  tha t  h igh l igh ted  bo th

s i gn i f ican t  ach ievemen t s  and  indust ry   

cha l lenges .  

The  yea r  was  no tab le  fo r  the  Fede ra l

Gove rnmen t ’s  con t i nued  de lay  i n

in t roduc ing  long -promised  s t reaming

regu l a t i on ,  o r i g ina l ly  s l a ted  to beg in

on  1  Ju ly  2024.  SPA ’s  advocacy ,

suppo r ted  by  an  ac t ive  G rassroo t s

Campa ign ,  sough t  to emphas ise  the

impo r tance  of  de l ive r i ng  a  revenue -

based  mode l  o f  regu l a t i on  and  IP  te rms

of  t rade .

 

W i th  s t reaming  regu l a t i on  un reso lved ,

th is  has  put  a  spo t l i gh t  on  the  need  fo r

i nc reased  inves tmen t  i n  pub l ic

b roadcas te rs  and  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia  to

ensure  the  indust ry  is  susta inab le .   

Sc reen  tax  i ncen t ives  we re  ano the r

key  a rea  of  focus  fo r  ac t i on .  Wh i le  the

inc rease  in  the  Loca t i on  Of fse t  to 30%

was  ce leb ra ted ,  SPA no ted  the

absence  of  equ iva len t  suppo r t  fo r  l oca l

wo rks ,  combined  w i th  inadequa te

deve lopmen t  fund ing  and  d imin ish ing

r i gh t s  a r rangemen t s ,  p l aced  moun t i ng

pressure  on  independen t  produce rs .  

The  long - te rm dec l ine  o f  comme rc ia l

b roadcas te rs ’  i nves tmen t  i n  ch i ld ren ’s

d rama and  o the r  vu l ne rab le  gen res

con t i nues  to be  ano the r  conce rn .  

SPA a lso engaged  c lose ly  w i th

gove rnmen t  rev i ews  and  new  resea rch ,

we lcomed the  NSW Sc reen  and  D ig i ta l

Games  S t ra tegy ,  and  engaged  in

d iscuss i ons  a round new  issues  such  as

a r t i f i c ia l  in te l l igence  and  copyr i gh t .

I n i t i a t ives  a round wo rkfo rce  cu l tu re

and  respec t fu l  wo rkp l aces  re in fo rced

SPA ’s  ro le  in  shap i ng  a  susta inab le  and

inc lus ive  indust ry .

Toge the r ,  these  e f fo r ts  showcased

SPA ’s  l eade rsh ip  as  the  na t i ona l  vo ice

fo r  i ndependen t  produce rs ,  advoca t i ng

fo r  ba lanced  po l icy  se t t i ngs  tha t

advance  Aust ra l ian  s to ry te l l ing  wh i le

suppo r t i ng  innova t i on  and  indust ry

g rowth .

INTRODUCTION

KANGAROO, STUDIOCANAL, BUNYA PRODUCTIONS AND BRINDLE FILMS
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SPA has  con t i nued  to engage  w i th  the

Fede ra l  Gove rnmen t  on  proposed  regu l a t i on

fo r  l oca l  con ten t  ru l es  on  s t reaming

p l a t fo rms ,  i nc lud ing  the  impo r tance  of  a

revenue -based  mode l  o f  regu l a t i on  and  IP

‘ te rms  o f  t rade ’  as  we l l  as  a  robust

def in i t i on  o f  Aust ra l ian  con ten t .  

S ta temen t s  i n  Novembe r  2024  and  beyond

no ted  the  de lays  resu l t i ng  f rom the  US

P res i den t i a l  e lec t i on  con text  and  the

comp l i ca t i ng  in f luence  of  in te rna t i ona l

t rade  ag reemen t s .

S t reaming  regu l a t i on  has  faced  f ie rce

oppos i t i on  f rom the  US -based  f i lm  and

te lev is i on  indust ry ,  ut i l is i ng  the  Aust ra l ia–

Uni ted  S ta tes  F ree  T rade  Ag reemen t

(AUSFTA )  to a rgue  fo r  an  expend i tu re -

based  mode l  tha t  wou l d  no t  prov i de  any

ce r ta in ty  to the  Aust ra l ian  indust ry .  

SPA con t i nues  to coun te r -a rgue  tha t  l oca l

con ten t  ob l iga t i ons  a re  en t i re ly  cons is ten t

w i th  Aust ra l ia ’s  l eg i t ima te  t rade ,  cu l tu ra l

and  economic  in te res ts .

STREAMING

REGULATION& LOCAL

CONTENT RULES

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U

dreaming big, wildbear entertainment and that’s-a-wrap

1 9

A D V O C A C Y  

A fur the r  comp l i ca t i on  was  the  unpreceden ted

announcemen t  i n  May  2025  by  the  US P res i den t

of  a  100%  ta r i f f  on  “ f i lms  produced  in  fo re ign

lands ”  h igh l igh t i ng  the  need  fo r  an  indust ry

be t te r  ba lanced  be tween  loca l  and  in te rna t i ona l

wo rk .  

I n  Ju ly  2024 ,  SPA no ted  tha t  the  inc rease  in

Aust ra l ia ’s  Loca t i on  Of fse t  w i thout

commensura te  loca l  con ten t  regu l a t i on  r isked

tu rn ing  Aust ra l ia  in to a  se rv i ce  hub fo r

Hol lywood a t  the  expense  of  Aust ra l ian

s to ry te l l ing .  

Wh i le  th is  i nc rease  ensures  Aust ra l ia  w i l l

remain  a t t rac t ive  as  a  prefe r red  in te rna t i ona l

des t i na t i on  fo r  o f fsho re  ma in ly  US  pro jec t s ,  any

success  on  the  in te rna t i ona l  s tage  is  fu l ly

re l ian t  on  a  robust  l oca l  indust ry  to ensure  a

supp ly  o f  the  techn ica l  sk i l ls  and  fos te r  the

ta len t  needed  to be  success fu l  i n  a  g loba l

ma rke t .  Ach iev i ng  a  be t te r  ba lance  be tween

loca l  and  in te rna t i ona l  wo rk  is  an  ongo ing

regu l a to ry  task .   
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The passage  of  leg is l a t i on  inc reas i ng

Aust ra l ia ’s  Loca t i on  Of fse t  f rom 16 .5%

to 30%  was  ce leb ra ted  as  a  ma jo r  boos t

fo r  a t t rac t i ng  la rge -sca le  in te rna t i ona l

produc t i ons .  

SPA a lso no ted  the  de lay  i n  leg is l a t i ng

the  abo l i t i on  o f  the  P roduce r  Of fse t  cap

announced  in  the  2024  Budge t  and

reduced  Loca t i on  Of fse t  th resho lds

announced  in  the  Decembe r  2024

MYEFO .  Bo th  measures  a re  we lcomed

refo rms  to sc reen  incen t ives .

The Gove rnmen t ’s  commi tmen t  to

in t roduce  s t reaming  regu l a t i on  f rom 1

Ju ly  2024  has  no t  been  me t ,  and  no  new

t imef rame has  been  prov i ded .  As  a

resu l t ,  the  ba lance  o f  produc t i on  is

sh i f t i ng  towa rds  fo re ign  pro jec t s ,  w i th

loca l  s to r i es  i nc reas i ng ly  c rowded  out .

Da ta  suppo r ts  th is  conce rn :  i n  2022–23 ,

the  f ive  ma jo r  SVODs  i nc reased  spend ing

on  in te rna t i ona l  pro jec t s  to $452.9m ,

wh i le  inves tmen t  i n  Aust ra l ian  con ten t

dec l ined  to $324.1m .  Meanwh i le ,

comme rc ia l  b roadcas te rs  spen t  no th ing

on  Aust ra l ian  ch i ld ren ’s  d rama ,  and

ove ra l l  hours  o f  Aust ra l ian  TV d rama

have  fa l len  sha rp ly  ove r  the  pas t  two

decades .

SPA con t i nues  to ca l l  fo r  urgen t  po l icy

ac t i on ,  i nc lud ing  s t reaming  regu l a t i on ,

res to ra t i on  o f  fund ing  to Sc reen

Aust ra l ia ,  the  ABC and  SBS ,  and  be t te r

ba lanc ing  o f  o f fse t  and  co -produc t i on

se t t i ngs .  

SPA emphas ised  tha t  wh i le  Aust ra l ia

va lues  g loba l  pa r tne rsh ips ,  gove rnmen t

i n te rven t i ons  must  pr i o r i t ise  loca l

s to ry te l l ing  to ensure  a  res i l i en t  and

d ive rse  sc reen  sec to r .  Loca l  must  a lways

be  Aust ra l ia ’s  f i rs t ,  second  and  th i rd

pr i o r i ty  as  an  indust ry ,  gove rnmen t  and

soc ie ty .
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On 8  Oc tobe r  2024 ,  SPA hos ted  the  annua l

Sc reen  S to r i es  P roduce rs  Tab le  D inne r ,

suppo r ted  by  Med ia  Supe r .

Among the  no tab le  a t tendees  we re

ce leb ra ted  ac to rs  Jane t  Ande rson  (Last  K ing

of  the  C ross ,  Reef  B reak ) ,  B ryan  B rown

(Cock ta i l ,  B reake r  Mo ran t ,  Boy  Swa l lows

Unive rse ) ,  Pau l a  Ga rc ia  (Bump ,  The  Twe lve ) ,

Ashan  Kuma r  (Last  K ing  o f  the  C ross ,

Naut i lus ) ,  a longs i de  comedian  and  f i lmmake r

Dan I l i c ,  produc t i on  des i gne rs  F iona  Donovan

(A P lace  to Ca l l  Home ,  F rayed )  and  Debo rah

Ri ley  (3  Body  P rob lem ,  Game of  Th rones ) ,

and  produce rs  f rom renowned  produc t i on

compan ies  W i ldBea r  En te r ta inmen t ,  Hood lum

En te r ta inmen t ,  SLR P roduc t i ons ,  Roadshow

F i lms ,  and  F reman t l e  Aust ra l ia .

Pa r l i amen ta r i ans  presen t  i nc luded  The  Hon

Tony  Burke  MP ,  The  Hon  Miche l le  Row l and

MP ,  Sena to r  Pe r i n  Davey ,  Josh  Wi lson  MP ,

G raham Pe r re t t  MP ,  and  Susan  Temp l eman

MP .

I ndust ry  l eade rs ,  i nc lud ing  the  CEOs  o f

Sc reen  Aust ra l ia ,  Aust ra l ian  Ch i ld ren ’s

Te lev is i on  Founda t i on  (ACTF ) ,  Aust ra l ian

Di rec to rs  Gu i l d  (ADG ) ,  Aust ra l ian  W r i te rs ’

Gu i l d  (AWG ) ,  Aust ra l ian  Gu i l d  o f  Sc reen

Compose rs  (AGSC ) ,  Med ia  En te r ta inmen t  and

A r ts  A l l i ance  (MEAA ) ,  Na t i ona l  Ins t i tu te  of

D rama t i c  A r t  (NIDA ) ,  Sc reen  Queens l and ,  and

Sc reen  Te r r i to ry ,  we re  a lso in  a t tendance .

Sc reen  S to r i es  is  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen

indust ry ’s  s i gna tu re  even t .  I t  ce leb ra tes  the

v i ta l  ro le  Aust ra l ian  f i lm  and  te lev is i on

produc t i ons  p l ay  i n  suppo r t i ng  loca l  smal l

bus i nesses ,  d r iv i ng  economic  ac t iv i ty ,

c rea t i ng  jobs ,  and  shap i ng  the  na t i on ’s

cu l tu ra l  iden t i ty  on  the  wo r l d  s tage .  The

even ing  se rves  as  a  powe r fu l  reminde r  o f  the

cu l tu ra l  and  economic  s i gn i f icance  o f

Aust ra l ia ’s  sc reen  indust ry  and  the  need  to

prese rve  i t .

SCREEN STORIES

WWW.SCREENPRODUCERS.ORG.AU

screen stories 2024
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spa ceo matthew deaner  & ALLEGRA SPENDER MP 



I n  Oc tobe r  2024 ,  SPA we lcomed the

re lease  of  the  NSW Gove rnmen t ’s

Sc reen  and  D ig i ta l  Games  S t ra tegy .  

SPA has  l ong  advoca ted  fo r  g rea te r

i ndependence  and  be t te r  resourc ing  fo r

Sc reen  NSW ,  wh ich  wou l d  enab le  i t  to

be  mo re  respons ive  to indust ry ,  and  the

new  admin is t ra t ive  a r rangemen t s  w i th

repo r t i ng  to a  Deputy  Sec re ta ry  a re  a

s tep  i n  the  r i gh t  d i rec t i on  towa rds  th is .

I t  is  v i ta l  fo r  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es  to s tay

unde r  the  owne rsh ip  and  con t ro l  o f

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  s to ry te l le rs  as  much

as  poss i b le ,  so recogn is i ng  the

impo r tance  of  keep i ng  Aust ra l ian

s to r i es  i n  Aust ra l ian  hands  th rough the

opt i on ing  suppo r t  is  a  g rea t  new

i n i t i a t ive ,  as  is  the  A I  indust ry  wo rk ing

g roup.

SPA acknow l edged  tha t  the  wo rk

needed  to rea l ise  the  po ten t i a l  o f  the

sc reen  indust ry  as  one  o f  the  S ta te ’s

economic  powe rhouses  is  a  wo rk  in

prog ress  and  tha t  mo re  remains  to be

done  to suppo r t  our  i ndust ry  to reach

i t s  fu l l  po ten t i a l ,  i nc lud ing  de l ive r i ng

on  much -needed  s tud io  space  and

g row i ng  the  base  fund ing  fo r  the

agency .  

We ’ re  p l eased  to see  tha t  M in is te r

G raham is  s t rong ly  commi t ted  to

wo rk ing  w i th  our  c rea t ive  indust r i es  on

th is  l ong - te rm pro jec t  o f  g row i ng  our

i ndust ry ,  and  the  Sc reen  and  D ig i ta l

Games  S t ra tegy  is  a  pos i t ive  in i t i a t ive

towa rds  tha t  goa l .
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AI  con t i nues  to be  a  top i ca l  issue  fo r  sc reen

indust r i es  ab road  and  in  Aust ra l ia .

Th rough the  PRISM even t  i n  Novembe r  2024 ,

hos ted  a t  D isney  S tud ios  Aust ra l ia ,  P r ism

was  mode ra ted  by  D r  S imon Longs taf f  AO ,

Execut ive  D i rec to r  o f  the  E th ics  Cen t re ,

whe re  he  gu i ded  th ree  open  conve rsa t i ons ,

each  add ress i ng  how  Gen  A I  w i l l  i n te rsec t

w i th  the  sc reen  indust ry  and  h igh l igh t i ng  the

po ten t i a l  oppo r tun i t i es  and  th rea t s  the

sec to r  cou l d  face .

D raw i ng  on  the  indust ry 's  sha red  in te res ts ,

pa r t i c ipan t s  d iscussed  themes  such  as

manag ing  po ten t i a l  d isrupt i ons  to bus i ness

and  d is t r i but i on  mode ls ,  the  ro le  o f  human

c rea to rs  and  pe r fo rme rs  i n  an  A I  wo r l d ,  and

who  benef i t s  f rom these  too ls .   

SPA wan ted  a t tendees  to come away  f rom the

even t  fee l ing  insp i red  and  be t te r  equ ipped  to

inco rpo ra te  A I  in to how  the i r  sc reen

bus i nesses  ope ra te ,  unde rs tand ing  we  have  a

long  road  ahead  rega rd ing  how  A I  is  prope r ly

used  and  regu l a ted  in  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen

sec to r .

I n  June  2025  SPA we lcomed the  P roduc t iv i ty

Commiss i on ’s  focus  on  A I ’s  po ten t i a l  fo r

p roduc t iv i ty .

SPA c rea ted  a  submiss i on  acknow l edg ing  the

g row i ng  ro le  and  produc t iv i ty  benef i t s  o f  A I

in  admin is t ra t ive ,  ope ra t i ona l ,  and  se lec ted

c rea t ive  wo rkf lows.

I n  the  submiss i on  SPA out l i ned  s i gn i f ican t

ba r r i e rs  to b roade r  A I  adopt i on  inc lude  lega l

unce r ta in t i es ,  cos ts ,  wo rkfo rce  conce rns ,

and  techn ica l  ma tu r i ty .

We a lso out l i ned  tha t  any  use  of  A I  must

pro tec t  human autho rsh ip ,  c rea t ive  con t ro l ,

and  in te l lec tua l  prope r ty .

i n  conc lus i on ,  the  submiss i on  s t rong ly

suppo r ted  a  r isk -based  regu l a to ry  approach ,

exp l i c i t ly  opposes  a  Text  and  Da ta  Min ing

(TDM )  except i on ,  and  ma in ta ins  copyr i gh t

po l icy  jur isd ic t i on  w i th  the  A t to rney -

Gene ra l ’s  Depa r tmen t .

ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U

PORCELAIN WAR, SONGBIRD STUDIOS
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SUBMISSIONS

SPA ac t ive ly  engages  i n  mak ing

submiss i ons  to pa r l i amen ta ry  i nqu i r i es  to

advoca te  fo r  c ruc ia l  issues  tha t  impac t

the  sec to r .  These  submiss i ons  se rve  as  a

v i ta l  channe l  th rough wh ich  SPA can

vo ice  indust ry  conce rns ,  prov i de  expe r t

i ns i gh t s ,  and  o f fe r  cons t ruc t ive  so lut i ons

to po l icymake rs .  

By  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  in  these  inqu i r i es ,  SPA

no t  on ly  ensures  tha t  the  un ique

cha l lenges  and  oppo r tun i t i es  w i th in  the

sc reen  indust ry  a re  recogn ised  but  a lso

con t r i butes  s i gn i f ican t ly  to shap i ng

po l ic ies  tha t  gove rn  the  sec to r .  

SPA made  the  fo l low i ng  submiss i ons  th is

yea r :

3  S ept  24  -  SPA Submiss i on  to

Vic to r i a ’s  next  C rea t ive  S ta te  S t ra tegy

17  O c t  24  -  SPA Submiss i on  on

Manda to ry  Gua rd ra i ls  fo r  A I  and  H igh -

Risk  Se t t i ngs

20  Jun e  25  -  SPA Submiss i on  to the

P roduc t iv i ty  Commiss i on  Ha rness i ng

Da ta  and  D ig i ta l  Techno log ies
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Surveys

SPA surveys  membe rs  th roughout  the

yea r  to ga the r  feedback  e i the r  d i rec t ly  o r

on  beha l f  o f  our  pa r tne rs .  Thank  you  to

a l l  our  membe rs  who  con t r i buted  the i r

t ime  and  e f fo r t  to comp l e t i ng  these

th roughout  the  yea r .  Be low  a re  the  key

surveys  f rom 24/25 :

T ra i n i n g  Pu lse  Survey  (S P A )  -  Da ta

ga the r i ng  to iden t i fy  ove r l aps  and  gaps

i n  sc reen  t ra in ing  in i t i a t ives .  

D eve l opm e n t  Pu lse  Survey  (S P A )  -  Da ta

ga the r i ng  on  produce r  membe rs  who

have  out l i ned  tha t  they  a re  no t  be ing

adequa te ly  compensa ted  fo r  the i r  wo rk

dur i ng  the  deve lopmen t  phase  of

produc t i on .

S c re e n  Bus i n ess  Suppo r t  Survey  (S P A )

-  Da ta  ga the r i ng  to iden t i fy  t rends

be tween  sc reen  agenc ies  on  how  they

suppo r t  SPA membe rs  i n  the i r  c rea t ive

and  comme rc ia l  ambi t i ons .

S t re a m e r  C o m m iss i o n i n g  Pu lse  Survey

(S P A )  -  Da ta  ga the r i ng  on  how  l oca l

and  g loba l  s t reame rs  a re  cur ren t ly

engag ing  w i th  Aust ra l ian  produce rs .

Eve n t  A t te n d e e  Surveys  (V a r i ous )

(S P A )  -  Feedback  ga the r i ng  to ensure

our  even t s  con t i nue  to mee t  the  needs

of  the  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry .
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2025 spa

showreel
I n  2025 ,  we  proud ly  unve i led  a  new

na t i ona l  showree l  a t  SCREEN FOREVER

39 ,  des i gned  to sh ine  a  l igh t  on  the

ext rao rd ina ry  c raf t ,  expe r t ise ,  and

ded ica t i on  tha t  powe r  Aust ra l ia ’s  sc reen

indust ry .  

Too  o f ten ,  the  mag ic  o f  f i lm ,  te lev is i on ,

and  d ig i ta l  produc t i on  is  expe r i enced  on ly

i n  i t s  f ina l  po l ished  fo rm .  Th is  showree l

takes  aud iences  one  s tep  fur the r ,

showcas i ng  the  t i re less  wo rk  beh ind  the

scenes  tha t  t rans fo rms  i deas  i n to the

capt iva t i ng  s to r i es  wa tched  on  sc reens

a round the  wo r l d .

Deve loped  in  consu l ta t i on  w i th  membe rs

ac ross  a l l  sec to rs  o f  produc t i on ,  the

showree l  h igh l igh t s  the  b read th  of

Aust ra l ian  ta len t ,  produce rs ,  wr i te rs ,

d i rec to rs ,  c rew ,  and  c rea t ives ,  whose

combined  e f fo r ts  b r i ng  our  na t i on ’s  s to r i es

to l i fe .  

I t  fea tu res  a  dynamic  mix  o f  pro jec t s

spann ing  d rama ,  comedy ,  fac tua l ,

documen ta ry ,  ch i ld ren ’s  con ten t ,  on l ine ,

and  fea tu re  f i lm ,  unde rsco r i ng  bo th  the

d ive rs i ty  and  in te rna t i ona l  ca l ib re  of  loca l

wo rk .

Mo re  than  a  v isua l  ce leb ra t i on ,  the

showree l  is  a  powe r fu l  advocacy  too l .  I t

commun ica tes  the  economic ,  cu l tu ra l ,  and

soc ia l  va lue  of  the  sc reen  indust ry  to

po l icymake rs ,  pa r tne rs ,  and  the  w i de r

pub l ic .  By  p l ac ing  emphas is  on  the

co l labo ra t i on ,  sk i l l ,  and  innova t i on  beh ind

the  came ra ,  i t  re in fo rces  the  impo r tance

of  inves t i ng  in  susta inab le  sc reen

produc t i on  in  Aust ra l ia .
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OUTBACK TRICKERS, ENDEMOL SHINE AUSTRALIA

INDUSTRIAL



INTRODUCTION

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U

UNBREAKABLE: THE JELENA DOKIC STORY, IN FILMS

SPA ’s  i ndust r i a l  team con t i nues  to be  a  v i ta l

resource  fo r  membe rs ,  o f fe r i ng  day - to -day

gu i dance  ac ross  produc t i on ,  comme rc ia l  and

wo rkp l ace  issues .  

Th roughout  the  yea r ,  we  de l ive r  wo rkshops  tha t

bu i l d  the  sk i l ls  o f  eme rg ing  produce rs  and

smal le r  bus i nesses ,  b r i ng  s takeho lde rs  toge the r

th rough ta rge ted  round tab les ,  and  hos t

i ndust ry -w i de  semina rs  add ress i ng  the  mos t

press i ng  cha l lenges  fac ing  the  sec to r .  

A  co re  pa r t  o f  our  ro le  is  ensur i ng  the  indust r i a l

f ramewo rk  tha t  unde rp i ns  the  sc reen  indust ry

remains  cur ren t ,  wh ich  we  ach ieve  in  c lose

co l labo ra t i on  w i th  the  un ions  represen t i ng  the

c rea t ive  wo rkfo rce .

This  was  a  s i gn i f ican t  yea r  fo r  i ndust r i a l

nego t i a t i ons .  SPA and  MEAA commenced

renego t i a t i ons  on  the  four  sc reen  indust ry

Ac to rs ’  Ag reemen t s .  The  Ac to rs ’  Ag reemen t s

cove r  wo rk  cond i t i ons  on  TV (ATPA )  and

Fea tu re  F i lms  (AFFCA )  ac ross  a  range  of

ma t te rs ,  i nc lud ing  pe r fo rme r  opt i ons  fo r

re tu rn ing  seasons ,  nud i ty  r i de rs ,  f i lm  res i dua ls ,

cu l tu ra l  engagemen t ,  rehea rsa l  ca l ls ,  A I ,  l oop

g roup  a r t is ts ,  and  in te rna t i ona l  coproduc t i on

te rms .  These  nego t i a t i ons  w i l l  a lso dea l  w i th  TV

r i gh t s  and  res i dua ls ,  no tab ly  the  con t rac ted

r i gh t s  bough t  up f ron t  (ATRRA 2016 )  and  the

fo rmu l a  fo r  back -end  TV res i dua ls  (ATRRA

2004 ) .  SPA has  a lso con t i nued  the  pro t rac ted   

nego t i a t i ons  on  the  C rew  Ag reemen t  (MPPCA ) .

Key  i ndust r i a l  issues  tha t  SPA has  adv ised

membe rs  on  th is  yea r  i nc lude :

Upda tes  on  the  R igh t  to D isconnec t

ABC ’s  new  te rms  fo r  commiss i oned

prog rams  

The  inc rease  in  the  ABC ’s  m in imum l icense

fees  

SPA and  MEAA s ta temen t  on  A I  and  the

Use  of  Pe r fo rme rs ’  L ikeness

The e l ig ib i l i ty  fo r  P roduce r  Of fse t  -  AAT

dec is i on

Add i t i ona l  economic  r i gh t s  fo r  d i rec to rs

unde r  the  Copyr i gh t  Ac t  1968

Membe rs  o f  AWGACS a re  now  en t i t l ed  to

c la im the  Sc r ipt  po r t i on  o f  an  aud iov isua l

wo rk  fo r  seconda ry  roya l t i es  f low i ng  f rom

Educa t i ona l  and  Gove rnmen t  Usage

In fo rma t i on  sur round ing  produc t i on  b reaks

F i rea rms  safe ty  fo r  produce rs  and

d i rec to rs

I nc reases  to Cas t  and  C rew  a l lowances

unde r  the  AFFCA ,  ATPA and  MPPCA 

Compensa t i on  fo r  produce rs  dur i ng   the

deve lopmen t  phase   o f  produc t i on

O rphan  Wo rks  Scheme

Ove r l aps  and  gaps  i n  sc reen  t ra in ing

in i t i a t ives

An inc rease  to supe rannua t i on

con t r i but i ons

I N D U S T R I A L  
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Decembe r  2024  ma rked  two yea rs  s i nce  SPA

in t roduced  Respec t fu l  Wo rkp l aces ,  our

p i onee r i ng  e - l ea rn ing  prog ram a imed a t

embedd ing  respec t  and  inc lus i on  ac ross  the

sc reen  sec to r .  S ince  i t s  l aunch  in  la te  2022 ,

the  course  has  p l ayed  a  cen t ra l  ro le  in

reduc ing  ha rassmen t ,  d isc r im ina t i on  and

bu l ly i ng ,  wh i le  promo t i ng  hea l th ie r  and  safe r

wo rk ing  env i ronmen t s .

Bu i l d ing  on  the  re launch  of  the  Na t i ona l

Gu i de l ines  fo r  Sc reen  Safe ty  i n  2021 ,  SPA

has  remained  commi t ted  to c rea t i ng

cond i t i ons  whe re  ta len t  can  th r ive  and

remain  in  the  indust ry .  The  Respec t fu l

Wo rkp l aces  t ra in ing  has  been  key  to tha t

v is i on—cha l leng ing  ba r r i e rs  t i ed  to cu l tu re ,

sexua l i ty  and  o the r  d i f fe rences ,  and

s t reng then ing  t rus t  and  accoun tab i l i ty  w i th in

sc reen  wo rkp l aces .

RESPECTFUL

WORKPLACES

strawberry cheesecake, bus stop films

INDUSTRIAL
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I n  June  2025 ,  SPA launched  a  new  membe r

po r ta l ,  prov i d ing  a  fu l ly  i n te rac t ive

Respec t fu l  Wo rkp l aces  modu l e  access i b le

th rough the  SPA webs i te .  The  po r ta l  a l lows

admin is t ra to rs  to bu l k - reg is te r  l ea rne rs ,

l i nk  t ra in ing  to spec i f ic  produc t i ons  fo r

t rack ing ,  mon i to r  comp l e t i on  ra tes  ac ross

pro jec t s ,  and  rev i ew  h is to r i c  reco rds  fo r

pe rmanen t ,  pa r t - t ime  and  casua l  s taf f .

To da te ,  mo re  than  3 ,700  wo rke rs  f rom SPA

membe r  compan ies  have  unde r taken  the

t ra in ing ,  w i th  lead ing  produce rs  such  as

Ambience  En te r ta inmen t ,  Goa lpos t

Pic tu res ,  F reman t l e  Aust ra l ia ,  P r i ncess

Pic tu res  and  P rospe ro P roduc t i ons

i n teg ra t i ng  i t  i n to s taf f  induc t i on

processes .  

Th is  g row i ng  uptake  ref lec t s  a  co l lec t ive

indust ry  e f fo r t  to make  respec t fu l

wo rkp l aces  the  s tanda rd ,  no t  the  except i on .
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The indust r i a l  ag reemen t s  managed  by

SPA a re  be low.

Cas t  and  c rew  ag reemen t s  nego t i a ted

w i th  the  MEAA :  

Mo t i on  P ic tu re  P roduc t i on  Ce r t i f i ed

Ag reemen t  (MPPCA )

Aust ra l ian  Fea tu re  F i lm  Co l lec t ive

Ag reemen t  (AFFCA )  and  the  Ac to rs

Te lev is i on  P rog rams  Ag reemen t

(ATPA )  –  cove rs  m in imum pay  and

cond i t i ons  fo r  fea tu re  f i lms  and

te lev is i on ,  respec t ive ly

Aust ra l ia  Te lev is i on  Repea t s  and

Res i dua ls  Ag reemen t  2004  and

2016  (ATRRA )  –  cove rs  the  r i gh t s

and  res i dua ls  tha t  app ly  to use  of

an  ac to rs ’  image  on  f ree - to -a i r ,  Pay

TV ,  s t reaming  con ten t  and  f ree

on l ine  sc r ipted  con ten t

Te lev is i on  An ima t i on  Vo iceove r

MOU 2022

W r i te rs ’  ag reemen t s  nego t i a ted  w i th

the  Aust ra l ian  W r i te rs  Gu i l d  (AWG ) :  

Se r i es  and  Se r i a ls  Ag reemen t

(SASA )

Min ise r i es  and  Te lemov i es

Ag reemen t  (MATA )  

Ch i ld ren ’s  Te lev is i on  Ag reemen t

(CTA )

INDUSTRIAL
AGREEMENTS

the role of a lifetime, dreamchaser entertainment
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tony armstrong’s extra=ordinary things, fremantle media
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57K
Social Media

Followers

47
Events

8,800
Email Subscribers

447
Email Campaigns

Sent

60k
Website Visitors

915
Original Media

Mentions 
(Excluding Syndications)
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SPA uses  a  va r i e ty  o f  ma rke t i ng  channe ls  to

commun ica te  w i th  our  membe rs  and  the

b roade r  sc reen  indust ry  about  i ndust r i a l  and

po l icy  upda tes  and  even t s  to he lp  es tab l ish

and  sca le -up  a  susta inab le  sc reen  bus i ness .  

E m a i l  m a rk e t i n g  is  one  o f  our  co re

commun ica t i ons  channe ls ,  w i th  447 ,  65

mo re  than  the  prev i ous  f inanc ia l  yea r ,

campa igns  sen t  th is  f inanc ia l  yea r  to a

da tabase  of  ove r  8 ,800  subsc r i be rs .  

Con ten t  o f  these  emai ls  i nc ludes  a  mon th ly

SPA News l e t te r ,  mon th ly  Membe r  Ma t te rs ,

media  re leases ,  and  po l icy  and  indust r i a l

upda tes .  Open  ra tes  remained  s teady  a t

50 .8%,  we l l  above  the   la tes t  nonprof i t

i ndust ry  benchma rk  o f  26.6% .  These  s ta t s

a re  a  tes tamen t  to how  va luab le  t ime ly  and

autho r i ta t ive  in fo rma t i on  on  po l icy  and

indust r i a l  issues  a re  to our  membe rsh ip.

The SPA we bs i te  had  60k  v is i to rs  th is  yea r ,

doub le  las t  yea r ’s  f igure  of  30k ,  who

pe r fo rmed 60.9k  ac t i ons  on  the  s i te .

I ndust r i a l  ag reemen t s ,  membe rsh ip ,  even t s

and  news  remain  our  mos t  h igh  t raf f ic

pages ,  sugges t i ng  tha t  SPA remains  an

autho r i ta t ive  vo ice  fo r  the  indust ry ,  and

p l ays  a  c ruc ia l  ro le  in  no t  on ly  fac i l i ta t i ng

membe rs '  cur ren t  da i ly  ope ra t i ons ,  but  a lso

the i r  ab i l i ty  to up -sca le  and  bu i l d  a  robust

and  susta inab le  bus i ness  i n  the  future .

MARKETING

CHANNELS

F ina l ly ,  so c i a l  m e d i a  a l lows  us  to reach  our

ta rge t  aud ience  in  an  in fo rmal  and

conve rsa t i ona l  way ,  and  c rea tes  con ten t

tha t  has  a  v i ra l ,  easy  to sha re  qua l i ty  -

wh ich  is  b r i l l i an t  fo r  d issemina t i ng  c ruc ia l

in fo rma t i on  a t  sca le .

Fo l lowe rs  ac ross  a l l  soc ia l  med ia  channe ls

remained  s teady  o r  g rew  l as t  f inanc ia l  yea r ,

w i th  the  top  pe r fo rming  pos ts  re la t i ng  to the

23rd Annua l  SPA Awa rds ,  SCREEN FOREVER

39  prog ram ,  and  po l icy  issues  such  as  the

Fede ra l  Budge t  and  Make  i t  Aust ra l ian

campa ign .

A summa ry  o f  each  p l a t fo rm as  o f  30  June

2025  is  as  fo l lows :

F a c e b o o k :  12 .9k  fo l lowe rs  |  735  pos ts  |

29.6k  engagemen t s

Tw i t te r :  15 .4k  fo l lowe rs  |  714  pos ts  |  3.3k

engagemen t s

I nsta g ra m :  8k  fo l lowe rs  |  419  pos ts  |  7.5k

engagemen t s  

L i n k e d I n :  23.4k  fo l lowe rs  |  614  pos ts  |

10 .3k  engagemen t s

SPA con t i nues  to mon i to r  the  needs  o f  our

membe rs  and  w i l l  con t i nue  to adapt  our

ma rke t i ng  commun ica t i ons  s t ra tegy  to

connec t  w i th  our  membe rs  on  the  channe ls

they  a re  ac t ive ly  engag ing  on .

bluey: the sign, ludo studio
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Monthly Newsletter Member Matters Newsletter Instagram Profile

NEW SPA WEBSITE HOMEPAGE & JOIN PAGE 
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www.screensafety.com.au www.makeitaustralian.com

www.savechildrenscontent.org www.screenforever.org.au



D r iven  by  a  ta rge ted  PR s t ra tegy

des i gned  to bu i l d  pub l ic  awa reness  and

back ing  fo r  the  key  cha l lenges  fac ing  the

sc reen  indust ry ,  SPA main ta ined  a  s t rong

presence  ac ross  Aust ra l ia ’s  t rade  out l e t s

and  ma jo r  me t ropo l i tan  med ia  ove r  the

pas t  f inanc ia l  yea r .

Our  wo rk  de l ive red  extens ive  cove rage ,

w i th  in te rv i ews  and  men t i ons  fea tu red  in

hund reds  o f  s to r i es  ac ross  te lev is i on ,

pr i n t ,  rad io ,  and  on l ine  p l a t fo rms .

The s t ra tegy  cen t red  on  two ma in  p i l l a rs :

SCREEN FOREVER and   po l icy  advocacy ,

pa r t i cu l a r ly  a round s t reaming  regu l a t i on .

This  yea r ’s  med ia  h igh l igh t s  i nc luded

cove rage  in  the  Aust ra l ian  F inanc ia l

Rev i ew ,  Gua rd ian  Aust ra l ia ,  Sydney

Mo rn ing  He ra ld ,  Cap i ta l  B r i e f ,  ABC Rad io

Na t i ona l ,  The  Da i ly  Aus ,  Sky  News  TV ,

ABC News  TV ,  C r i key ,  The  Aust ra l ian ,

and  The  Canbe r ra  T imes .

We a lso ach ieved  s t rong v is i b i l i ty  i n

lead ing  loca l  and  in te rna t i ona l  t rade

t i t l es  such  as  C21  Med ia ,  Dead l ine ,

Mediaweek ,  K idsc reen ,  and  Mumb re l la .

We we re  espec ia l ly  p l eased  to we lcome

back  IF  Magaz i ne  as  the  Of f ic ia l  Med ia

Pa r tne r  o f  SCREEN FOREVER and  look

fo rwa rd to con t i nu i ng  th is  co l labo ra t i on

in  the  yea r  ahead ,  wh i le  a lso exp l o r i ng

new  pa r tne rsh ip  oppo r tun i t i es .
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lesbian space princess, we made a thing studios
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teenage boss: the next level, mcavoy media



Pi tch  on  Demand re tu rned  fo r  i t s  four th

yea r  i n  2024 ,  d raw i ng  s t rong engagemen t

f rom SPA membe rs  and  indust ry  pa r tne rs

a l ike .  A lmos t  500  membe rs  tuned  in to

on l ine  commiss i one r  b r i e f ings ,  wh ich  se t

the  s tage  fo r  a  to ta l  o f  121  submiss i ons

f rom 103  i nd iv i dua l  produce rs .

F rom th is  poo l  o f  p i tches ,  19  membe rs

we re  se lec ted  to advance  and  secure

va luab le  one -on -one  mee t i ngs  w i th

lead ing  commiss i one rs .

This  yea r ’s  prog ram was  suppo r ted  by

majo r  pa r tne rs  Foxte l/BINGE ,  App l e  TV+,

and  Wa rne r  B ros .  D iscove ry ,  g iv i ng

produce rs  the  ra re  oppo r tun i ty  to presen t

the i r  pro jec t s  d i rec t ly  to some of  the

indust ry ’s  mos t  i n f luen t i a l  dec is i on -

make rs .

By  i nv i t i ng  membe rs  a t  eve ry  s tage  of

the i r  ca ree r  to pa r t i c ipa te ,  P i tch  on

Demand con t i nues  to de l ive r  a  un ique  and

access i b le  pa thway  fo r  Aust ra l ian

produce rs  to fas t - t rack  the i r  pro jec t s  and

connec t  w i th  the  r i gh t  p l a t fo rms .

SPA membe rs  who  secured  a  p i tch

mee t i ng ,

S o n i a  B o re l l a  -  Bo re l la  F i lms

T o ny  C ava n aug h  -  Beyond

T o ny  G i n n a n e  -  FG F i lm  P roduc t i ons

Duy  Huyn h  -  Beyondedge

M a rk  F e n n essy  -  He l ium

Hug h  Humph reys  -  Hust l e  Med ia

K a te  Hyn es  -  Good  App l es  P ic tu res

T o ny  J a c kso n  -  Chemica l  Med ia

R i c h a rd  K e l ly  -  I ndependen t

J oshua  K osk e  -  E lsewhe re  He re

P roduc t i ons

D a n i e l  L l oyd  -  Open ing  C red i t s

P h i l l ip  N ash e d  -  The  PMN G roup

M o n i c a  O ’B r i e n  -  Ambience

En te r ta inmen t

R o b e r t  R e d m o n d  -  C loudwa lke r  F i lms

M a t t  R e e d e r  -  N igh t  K i tchen

P roduc t i ons

P e n ny  W a l l  -  Common Th read

En te r ta inmen t

bay of fires, archipelago productions

PITCH ON
DEMAND

T i m  W a l k e r  -  I ndependen t

M e l i n d a  W e a rn e  –  Beyond En te r ta inmen t

G ra c e  U th e r  -  I ndependen t

Pa r t i c ipa t i ng  Execut ives :

L a n a  G re e n h a l g h  -  Head  of  Sc r ipted

O r i g ina ls ,  Foxte l/BINGE

O l ive r  J o n es  -  Sen io r  C rea t ive  Execut ive ,

App l e  TV+

C a ro lyn  C a rb o n e  -  Ca ro lyn  Ca rbone ,  App l e

TV+

V i c k i  K e o g h  -  Sen io r  D i rec to r  Commiss i on ing

ANZ ,  Wa rne r  B ros .  D iscove ry

T i n a  M c L a re n ,  Sen io r  Commiss i one r

Sc r ipted ,  Wa rne r  B ros .  D iscove ry  
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GENR8  remains  an  eve r -popu l a r  one -day

i deas  fo rum and  ne two rk ing  even t  -  and

re tu rned  fo r  a  second  t ime  to Melbourne  on

14  August  2024.  The  even t  was  proud ly

suppo r ted  by  Med ia  Supe r ,  RMIT  Un ive rs i ty

and  V icSc reen .

Ove r  160  de lega tes  and  speake rs  f rom

mu l t ip l e  d isc ip l i nes  ga the red  in  Me lbourne

and  on l ine  to d issec t  ho t  top i cs ,  i nc lud ing

how  the  a r t is t  can  remain  a t  the  co re  of

c rea t ive  express i on ,  how  IP  can  be  re ta ined

ac ross  mu l t ip l e  med iums ,  d iscuss i ons

a round the  pros  and  cons  o f  A I ,  how

c rea to rs  a re  fo rg ing  the i r  pa ths  w i thout

commiss i on ing  dea ls ,  the  lega l i t i es

i nvo lved  in  produc ing ,  and  game

deve lopmen t .

Delega tes  a lso had  the  oppo r tun i ty  to

ming le  w i th  l i ke -minded  c rea t ives  a t  the

Media  Supe r  Ne two rk ing  Hour  and  an

in fo rmal  Ne two rk ing  Soc ia l  a f te r  the  fo rum .

GENR8
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Speake rs  i nc luded :

B e n  A rmst ro n g  -  Awesome B lack

A n dy  B a rc l ay  -  SPA

H a n n a h  B a rn es  -  VA  Med ia

D e i rd re  B re n n a n  -  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia

P au l  C a l l a g h a n  -  V icSc reen

M a t th ew  D e a n e r  -  SPA

J e n ny  F a r ra r  -  Med ia  Supe r

J aso n  G o l d b e rg  -  Wa t tpad  WEBTOON S tud ios

M i l l i e  H o l te n  -  Too t  Games

J ess i e  Hug h es  -  Leona rdo .Ai

S a m  L i n g h a m  -  haven ’ t  You  Done  Wel l  &  G rouse

House  TV

E l i j a h  M c D o n a l d  -  GUCK

S o rc h a  M i l l i c a n -N a g l e  -  P lays i de  S tud ios

L e e  N a i m o  -  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia

A l ex  P royas  -  Myste ry  C lock

V i dya  R a j a n  -  Sc reenwr i te r

J esse  R o b e r ts  -  RMIT

C a m  R o g e rs  -  Cam Roge rs  Lega l

M e l a n i e  R ow l a n d  -  L i lyda le  F i lms

J a k e  S t rasse r  -  House  House

A r i e l  W aym outh  -  V icSc reen

S teph a n i e  W estwo o d  -  O range  En te r ta inmen t

Co .

V i rg i n i a  W h i twe l l  -  GoodTh ing  P roduc t i ons

J o j o  Z h ou  -  Mass ive  mons te r

EVENTSA N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4 / 2 5
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WEBINARS

SPA s t r ives  to prov i de  our  membe rs  and

suppo r te rs  w i th  the  mos t  up - to -da te

in fo rma t i on ,  resources  and  adv i ce  th rough

the  commun ica t i ons  channe ls  on  wh ich  they

a re  mos t  ac t ive .  

Th is  yea r ,  we  hos ted  a  se r i es  o f  l ive  and

in te rac t ive  web ina rs  to exp l a in  the

imp l i ca t i ons  o f  key  po l icy  dec is i ons ,

i ndust r i a l  deve lopmen t ,  and  prov i de  pos t -

ma rke t  i n te l l igence .

We a lso hos ted  qua r te r ly  Membe r  Mee t i ngs

to d iscuss  issues  on  a  s ta te -by -s ta te  bas is .

The top i cs  cove red  inc luded :

15  Ju ly  24  -  S t reaming  Regu l a t i ons

Upda te  Membe r  Web ina r

23  Ju ly  24  -  Pos t -ma rke t  web ina r :  Sunny

Side  o f  the  Doc

30  Ju ly  24  -  SPA Indust ry  B r i e f ing  -

CMPA

29  Aug  24  -  SPA Mas te rc lass  Se r i es :

P r iva te  Equ i ty

13  S ept  24  -  SPA Indust ry  B r i e f ing  -

P roduk t i ons  A l l i anz  (Ge rman P roduce rs

Al l iance )

27  S ept  24  -  SPA Indust ry  B r i e f ing  –

USPA &  An imF rance

15  O c t  24  -  Pos t -ma rke t  web ina r :  T IFF  

11  N ov  24  -  Pos t -ma rke t  web ina r :

MIPCOM

17  D e c  24  -  Pos t -ma rke t  web ina r :

Con ten t  London  &  I n te rna t i ona l  F i lm

Fes t iva l  o f  Ind ia  2024

11  F e b  25  -  Ka te  Ca rne l l  -  I n t roduc to ry

SPA Membe r  Web ina r

4  Jun  25  -  Pos t -ma rke t  web ina r :  Cannes

26  Jun  25  -  SPA Membe r  Web ina r :

Documen ta ry  Ma rke tp l ace  Out l ook  &

Sc reen  Aust ra l ia  Gu i de l ine  Upda te
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We we lcomed the  re tu rn  of  PRISM ,  our

though t  l eade rsh ip  fo rum fo r  Aust ra l ia ’s

sc reen  indust ry ,  b r i ng ing  toge the r

i ndust ry  l eade rs  to d iscuss  how  the

indust ry  shou l d  approach  Gene ra t ive

A r t i f i c ia l  In te l l igence  (Gen A I ) .

Hos ted  a t  D isney  S tud ios  Aust ra l ia ,  and

suppo r ted  by  Med ia  Supe r ,  P r ism was

mode ra ted  by  D r  S imon Longs taf f  AO ,

Execut ive  D i rec to r  o f  the  E th ics  Cen t re .

Simon gu i ded  th ree  open  conve rsa t i ons ,

each  add ress i ng  how  Gen  A I  w i l l

i n te rsec t  w i th  the  sc reen  indust ry  and

h igh l igh t i ng  the  po ten t i a l  oppo r tun i t i es

and  th rea t s  the  sec to r  cou l d  face .

Speake rs  we re  as  fo l lows :

P ro f .  A n g i e  A b d i l l a  -  ANU

A n dy  B a rc l ay  -  SPA

G ra i n n e  B runsd o n  -  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia

C h a r l i e  C h a n  -  Compose r

J .J .  F i asso n  -  Leona rdo .AI

S i m o n  K e n n e dy  -  Un i ted  Vo ice  A r t is ts

Aust ra l ia

N a d i a  L e e  -  Tha t ’s  My  Face

D r  S i m o n  L o n gsta f f  A O  -  E th ics  Cen t re

C l a i re  Pu l l e n  -  AWG

B i l l  S i mpso n -Y oun g  -  The  G rad ien t

I ns t i tu te

B a rb a ra  S teph e ns  -  F ly i ng  Ba rk

P roduc t i ons

T ra c ey  V i e i ra  -  Hood lum En te r ta inmen t
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Las t  f inanc ia l  yea r  saw  the  re tu rn  of

SPA ’s  B reakfas t  B r i e f ings  and

Takeaways .  The  B reakfas t  B r i e f ings

we re  in -pe rson  even t s ,  and  the

Takeaways  we re  reco rded

conve rsa t i ons  a t  T r i ba l  Apes  S tud ios

w i th  s im i la r  con ten t  to the  B r i e f ings ,

c rea ted  fo r  d is t r i but i on  th roughout

the  SPA membe rsh ip.

The f i rs t  o f  the  in -pe rson  b r i e f ings

a t  D isney  S tud ios  Aust ra l ia  took

p l ace  in  Oc tobe r  2024 ,  w i th  the  then

recen t ly  appo in ted  Aust ra l ian

B roadcas t i ng  Co rpo ra t i on  (ABC )

cha i r ,  K im Wi l l i ams  AM ,  as  the

spec ia l  gues t  speake r .

The b r i e f ing  took  p l ace  f rom 9 :00  to

11 :00  am on  T hursd ay ,  24  O c to b e r

2024 .

 

A t tendees  hea rd f rom one  of  the

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  sec to r ’s  mos t

i n f luen t i a l  l eade rs ,  who  sha red

inva luab le  ins i gh t  i n to h is  v is i on  fo r

one  of  Aust ra l ia 's  na t i ona l

b roadcas te rs  and  our  i ndust ry ,

i nc lud ing  h is  pe rspec t ives  on  the

evo lv i ng  med ia  landscape  and  how

th is  w i l l  con t i nue  to a f fec t  sc reen

produc t i on .

The second  b r i e f ing  was  w i th  spec ia l

gues t  Wayne  Ga rv i e ,  P res i den t ,

I n te rna t i ona l  P roduc t i on  a t  Sony

Pic tu res  Te lev is i on .  

The  b r i e f ing  took  p l ace  f rom 8 :30  -

10 :30am on  Wednesday ,  12  F e b rua ry

2025 ,  a lso a t  D isney  S tud ios

Aust ra l ia .  

Th is  b r i e f ing  saw  Wayne  sha re

inva luab le  ins i gh t  i n to how  he  leads

Sony 's  g loba l  ne two rk  o f  produc t i on

compan ies  outs i de  the  US ,  cove r i ng

Europe ,  La t i n  Ame r i ca  and  Aust ra l ia .
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The eve r -popu l a r  Sc reen  Bus i ness

Essen t i a ls  course ,  presen ted  in

con junc t i on  w i th  AFTRS ,  and  suppo r ted

by  Med ia  Supe r  was  he ld  on l ine  in

O c to b e r  2024   and  F e b rua ry  2025.  

The  course  cove rs  the  comme rc ia l

f ramewo rk  in  wh ich  produce rs  ope ra te ,

i nc lud ing  issues  sur round ing  ope ra t i ng  a

c rea t ive  bus i ness  f rom the  g round up.  

Top i cs  i nc lude :

lega l  s t ruc tu res  fo r  bus i nesses  and  fo r

p roduc t i ons ,  tax  i ncen t ives  and

comp l i ance ,  f inanc ia l  managemen t  o f

a  produc t i on ,  i nc lud ing  manag ing  cash

f low  and  bus i ness  p l ann ing ;

up - to -da te  in fo rma t i on  on  copyr i gh t

and  cha in  o f  t i t l e ,  d is t r i but i on  and

l icens i ng  ag reemen t s ,  emp l oymen t

l aw ,  cas t  and  c rew  ag reemen t s ,

f r i nges  and  insurance ;  and

new  i ns i gh t s  i n to r i gh t s  nego t i a t i on ,

f i lm  and  te lev is i on  indust ry  sources  o f

f inance .

Speake rs  we re  as  fo l lows :

Z o e  A n gus  -  SPA

A n dy  B a rc l ay  -  SPA

Tsu  S h a n  C h a m b e rs  -  W ise  Goa t

P roduc t i ons

C h r is  C h ow  -  C rea t ive  Lawye rs

J a n e  C o rd e n  -  En te r ta inmen t  Pa r tne rs

Aust ra l ia

C a rm e l  C reswe l l  -  Coun t  Out  Loud

Este r  H a rd i n g  -  M ind  The  Gap  F i lm

F inance

M i c h e l l e  H a rdy  -  SPA

J i l l  H ew i t t  -  En te r ta inmen t  Pa r tne rs

Aust ra l ia

P e te r  H e rb e r t  -  AFTRS

B l a k e  J e n k i ns  -  Coun t  Out  Loud

S teve n  S m i th  -  Med ia  Supe r
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SCREEN BUSINESS
ESSENTIALS:
NAVIGATING
GROWTH

SPA 's  Sc reen  Bus i ness  Essen t i a ls :

Nav i ga t i ng  G rowth ,  a  one -day  course ,

presen ted  in  con junc t i on  w i th  AFTRS ,

and  suppo r ted  by  Med ia  Supe r ,  was

he ld  on l ine  in  N ove m b e r  2024  and  Jun e

2025 ,  o f fe r i ng  a  prac t i ca l ,  rea l -wo r l d

gu i de  to ensure  produce rs '  success

when  pa r tne r i ng  and  f inanc ing  the i r

next  pro jec t .

The course  is  a imed  a t  m id -ca ree r

p roduce rs  and  cove rs  nego t i a t i ng  the

bes t  dea l  when  leve rag ing  a  co -

produc t i on  dea l ,  nav i ga t i ng  the  pros

and  cons  o f  o f f ic ia l  and  unof f ic ia l  co -

produc t i ons  and  the  s t ra tegy  beh ind

c rea t i ng  a  f inance  p l an .  

Speake rs  we re  as  fo l lows :

A n dy  B a rc l ay  -  SPA

C h r is  C h ow  -  C rea t ive  Lawye rs

Ky l i e  D e  F resn e  -  Goa lpos t  P ic tu res

E m m a  F i t zs i m o ns  -  P r i ncess  P ic tu res

R e b e c c a  H a rd m a n  -  See -Saw  F i lms

M i c h e l l e  H a rdy  -  SPA

E m m a  M a d iso n  -  Sc reen r i gh t s

R o b b i e  M i l es  -  AFTRS

S teve n  S m i th  -  Med ia  Supe r

THE KIMBERLEY, WILD PACIFIC MEDIA
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SPA con t i nued  SPA Mas te rc lasses  th is

yea r .  Th is  se r i es  o f  ha l f -day  on l ine

courses  is  des i gned  as  a  deep  d ive  fo r

sc reen  indust ry  profess i ona ls ’

unde rs tand ing  o f  spec i f ic ,  re levan t

top i cs .  

Top i cs  we re  as  fo l lows :

August  2024  -  P r iva te  Equ i ty

M a rc h  2025  -  Impo r t i ng  Fo re ign

Ac to rs  &  C rea to rs

August  2025  -  S t ruc tu r i ng  TV

Deve lopmen t :  F rom IP  To  W r i te rs '

Room

Speake rs  i nc luded :

Z o e  A n gus  -  SPA

A n dy  B a rc l ay  -  SPA

J aso n  Bur rows  -  Jung le  En te r ta inmen t

M a t th ew  C a r te r  -  Above  The  L ine

Accoun t i ng

E r i c  F e i g  -  Fe ig  F inke l  LLP

P e te r  F l a n i g a n  -  Fe ig  F inke l l  LLP

E m m a  M a d iso n  -  Sc reen r i gh t s

C l a re  M i ra b e l l o  -  M i rabe l lo  Med ia  &  IP

Law

I a n  Mur ray  -  113  Pa r tne rs

S a ra  R i c h a rdso n  -  Endemol  Sh ine

Aust ra l ia

S teph a n i e  S c o t t  -  Med ia  A r ts  Lawye rs  

L i n  T a m  -  Immix  S tud ios

SPA
MASTERCLASS
SERIES

the correspondent, pop family entertainment 



This  annua l  course  con t i nues  to be  a

h i t ,  and  the  th i rd i te ra t i on  took  p l ace  in

S epte m b e r   2024 ,  once  aga in  convened

by  SPA Indust ry  P rog rams  Consu l tan t

Miche l le  Ha rdy .

The two -day  i n tens ive  course  is

prepa red  fo r  ea r ly  and  mid -ca ree r

p roduce rs  wo rk ing  towa rds  se l l ing  a

show  o r  a t tend ing  a  ma rke t .  

The  course  prov i ded  va luab le  ins i gh t s

tha t  he lped  to c lose  a  gap  i n  produce rs '

know l edge  and  prov i de  them w i th

conf idence  as  they  take  wha t  can  o f ten

be  a  daun t i ng  s tep  i n to the  ma rke tp l ace

to f inance  the i r  pro jec t s .   

Speake rs  we re  as  fo l lows :

Ju l i e  E c k e rs l ey  -  Expand ing  Med ia

J e f f rey  E n g e l e n  -  BETA F ILM No r th

Ame r i ca ,  Aust ra l ia  and  New  Zea land

R i c h a rd  F i n l ayso n  -  Wooden  Ho rse

R i c k  K a l owsk i  -  Whoa  Band i t

P roduc t i ons

N a ku l  L e g h a  -  SBS

Ty l e r  M assey  -  Happy  Acc iden t s

C a r r i e  S te i n  -  Dynamic  Te lev is i on

R a k e l  T a ns l ey  -  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia

C l a i re  T o n k i n  -  CJZ

Jud e  T roy  -  Wooden  Ho rse

A n d re a  U l b r i c k  -  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia

S oph i a  Z a c h a r i ou  -  Sc reen  Execut ive

TAKING YOUR
SCRIPTED TV
PROJECT TO
MARKET
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SCREEN FOREVER

SPA CONNECT MARKET AT SCREEN FOREVER 39



SCREEN FOREVER 
IN REVIEW
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150+
Speakers &
Moderators

45+
Sessions

2,000+
SPA Connect
Opportunities

13
Countries

Represented

 Delegates

12
Ones to Watch

Participants

$250M+
Worth of Deals

Done Each Year

20
SPA Awards

Winners

5
Social Events

1,000+



P resen ted  by  SPA ,  SCREEN FOREVER is

Aust ra l ia ’s  premie r  sc reen  indust ry

even t .

Uni t i ng  the  p i l l a rs  o f  en te r ta inmen t ,

media  and  techno logy ,  SCREEN

FOREVER is  one  o f  the  la rges t

cong rega t i ons  o f  sc reen  indust ry

profess i ona ls  i n  the  Southe rn

Hemisphe re .  I t  is  a t tended  by  l ead ing

Aust ra l ian  and  in te rna t i ona l  indust ry

prac t i t i one rs  i nvo lved  in  a l l  aspec t s  o f

produc ing ,  c rea t i ng ,  wr i t i ng ,  d i rec t i ng ,

d is t r i but i ng  and  f inanc ing  sc reen

con ten t  ac ross  f i lm ,  TV ,  games ,

i n te rac t ive  and  on l ine .

 

Fo r  39  yea rs ,  SCREEN FOREVER has

deve loped  an  un r iva l led  ab i l i ty  to un i te

the  sec to r  and  prov i de  a  wo r l d -c lass

p l a t fo rm to champ i on  the  ta len t ,

pass i on  and  ach ievemen t s  o f  the

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry ,  prov i d ing  a

v i ta l  fo rum fo r  d iscuss i on  and  deba te

on  the  issues  and  cha l lenges  tha t

af fec t  sc reen  bus i ness .  

Mos t  impo r tan t ly ,  SCREEN FOREVER ,

th rough the  SPA Connec t  Ma rke tp l ace ,

de l ive rs  c ruc ia l  bus i ness  oppo r tun i t i es

tha t  prog ress ,  amp l i fy  and  s t reng then

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  s to r i es ,  gene ra te

s i gn i f ican t  revenue  fo r  the  Aust ra l ian

economy ,  and  c rea te  jobs  fo r  Aust ra l ian

sc reen  prac t i t i one rs .

SPA was  th r i l l ed  to we lcome ove r

1 ,000+  de lega tes  f rom 13  coun t r i es  to

be  insp i red  ac ross  45+  i ns i gh t fu l

sess i ons  l ead  by  150+  expe r i enced

speake rs  and  mode ra to rs .  De lega tes

we re  a lso g iven  the  oppo r tun i ty  to do

bus i ness  w i th  commiss i one rs ,  f inanc ie rs

and  produc t i on  se rv i ces  prov i de rs  a t

2 ,000+  oppo r tun i t i es  a t  the  SPA

Connec t  Domes t i c  Ma rke t  and  On l ine

Globa l  Ma rke t .

INTRODUCTION

JULIE ECKERSLEY
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‘This was my first SCREEN FOREVER and conference in
general, and I had a blast! I was able to connect with so

many creatives and companies. 10/10'

‘This experience has truly levelled up my access to people,
projects, and knowledge. I may still be emerging, but now I
feel like I’m in the right rooms—with the right people—and
I’m building the foundation to get my slate of projects off

the ground.’

‘It was a great opportunity to see old faces and meet new
ones! Great venue and set up. Thoroughly enjoyed my time.’

This was my first SCREEN FOREVER and I was very
impressed with the calibre of speakers and panels, as well

as the opportunities to network.’

‘The talks were insightful and inspiring. All staff and
organisers were super helpful. All in all, it was a fantastic

and very productive experience.’

‘I had a wonderful time both at the online market and the
in-person conference’

‘This was my third year attending SCREEN FOREVER and my
most enjoyable.’

 ‘I found that there was such a welcoming, kind and
inclusive feel to the conference. People were really

approachable and there was so much to learn and be
inspired by.’

‘Thanks again for coordinating this fabulous event for
creatives and producers, it really is inspiring to be amongst

so many talented human beings’

‘This was my first SCREEN FOREVER, and after being in the
industry for 15+ years, it is the best film conference I’ve ever

attended!’



I n  2025 ,  SPA was  exc i ted  to pa r tne r  w i th   the

Canad ian  Med ia  P roduce rs  Assoc ia t i on

(CMPA )  to in t roduce  Canada  Connec t ,  the

th i rd i te ra t i on  o f  the  Globa l  Connec t

i n i t i a t ive .  

14  Canad ian  and  18  Auss i e  produce rs  we re

se lec ted  to take  pa r t  i n  the  prog ram ,  wh ich

a imed to acce le ra te  co -produc t i on  and

pa r tne rsh ip  oppo r tun i t i es  be tween  bo th

na t i ons .

The pa r t i c ipan t s  s ta r ted  the  SCREEN

FOREVER ac t i on  w i th  a  bespoke  sympos ium

of  exc lus ive  ta lks  and  cura ted  mee t i ngs  he ld

a t  Bur l e igh  Heads  Sur f  C lub ,  w i th  co -

produc t i ons ,  f inanc ing  and  loca l  incen t ives

ho t  on  the  agenda .

This  though t -provok ing  day  was  rounded  out

w i th  d inne r  a t  Pa le t te ,  HOTA hos ted  by  the

Ci ty  o f  Go ld  Coas t ,  a longs i de  Aust ra l ia 's  top

commiss i one rs ,  d is t r i buto rs ,  sa les  agen t s ,

and  sc reen  bod ies .

Ove r  the  fo l low i ng  days ,  the  coho r t

pa r t i c ipa ted  in  pane ls  and  the  b roade r  SPA

Connec t  Ma rke t  by  hos t i ng  p i tches  and  co -

produc t i on  round tab les .  

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U
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Wi th  an  o f f ic ia l  co -produc t i on  ag reemen t  i n

p l ace  be tween  the  two na t i ons ,  the  Canad ian

de lega t i on  was  a  spec ia l  in te rna t i ona l

a t t rac t i on  fo r  a l l  de lega tes ,  w i th  loca l

produce rs  see ing  the  oppo r tun i ty  to launch

the i r  ex is t i ng  pro jec t s  i n to new  ma rke t s  and

c rea te  bo ld  and  exc i t i ng  new  s to r i es  w i th

sc reen  profess i ona ls  f rom ac ross  the  g lobe .  

I n  summa ry ,  Canada  Connec t :  

Fos te red  co -produc t i on  re la t i onsh ips

be tween  Aust ra l ian  and  Canad ian

produce rs .  

P romo ted  Canada  as  a  pa r tne r  o f  cho ice

fo r  i n te rna t i ona l  co -produc t i ons .  

H igh l igh ted  the  benef i t s  o f  Canad ian

f i lm ing  incen t ives  to Aust ra l ian  produce rs .  

P rov i ded  oppo r tun i t i es  fo r  Aust ra l ian  and

Canad ian  produce rs  to f inance  the i r  f i lm

o r  TV  pro jec t s .  

S t imu l a ted  and  g rew  i n te rna t i ona l  c rea t ive

co l labo ra t i ons  be tween  Aust ra l ia  and

Canada .

SPA has  been  in fo rmed by  two sepa ra te

membe r  bus i nesses  tha t  they  a re  prog ress i ng

pro jec t s  w i th  connec t i ons  made  v i a  the

Canada  Connec t  prog ram .  



VALERIE CREIGHTON & MATTHEW DEANERDEIRDRE BRENNAN & KAREN THORNE-STONE

delegates networking

Canada Connect delegates recieving welcome to counrty



Day  One  of  SCREEN FOREVER k icked  of f

w i th  an  engag ing  Launchpad  wo rkshop  fo r

f i rs t  t ime rs ,  fo l lowed  by  the  eve r -popu l a r

Off ic ia l  Open ing ,  wh ich  began  w i th  a  rous i ng

Welcome to Coun t ry  de l ive red  by  Yugambeh

Elde r  and  Songwoman ,  D r  Candace  K ruge r ,

YRACA ,  fo l lowed  SPA CEO Ma t thew  Deane r

who  was  j o ined  by  Sc reen  Queens l and  CEO ,

Jacqu i  Feeney ,  and  then  de lega tes  we re

we lcomed by  SPA Counc i l  Cha i r  Ka te  Ca rne l l .  

Next  up ,  Aust ra l ian  med ia  pe rsona l i ty

Vi rg in ia  T r i o l i  hos ted  S ta te  o f  P l ay ,  whe re  a

pane l  o f  key  execut ives  exp l o re  the

cha l lenges  o f  captur i ng  aud ience  a t ten t i on  in

a  con ten t -sa tu ra ted  wo r l d .

This  yea r ,  the  H e c to r  C raw f o rd  M e m o r i a l

L e c tu re  was  de l ive red  by  Wes l ey  Enoch ,  a

Quandamooka  man f rom Min je r r i bah  and

P rofesso r  o f  Ind igenous  P rac t i ce  a t  C rea t ive

Indust r i es  QUT w i th  a  35  yea r  ca ree r  as  a

wr i te r  and  d i rec to r  fo r  the  s tage .

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U

DAY ONE

virginia trioli & cailah scobie, state of play
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Delega tes  then  saw  SPA Counc i l  P res i den t

T racey  V ie i ra  jo in  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia  Cha i r

M i c h a e l  E b e i d  A M  on  s tage  as  he  exp l a ined

how  the  agency  w i l l  suppo r t  and  shape  a

v i b ran t ,  v i ab le  Aust ra l ian  sc reen  indust ry .  

The  f ina l  sess i on  o f  the  day  saw  ve te ran

Hol lywood produce r  and  execut ive  E r i c

M c L e o d  s i t  down  fo r  an  In  Conve rsa t i on

sess i on  w i th  the  Go ld  Coas t  F i lm

Commiss i on ’s ,  G ina  B lack .  

E r i c  sha red  ins i gh t s  i n to the  evo lv i ng

landscape  of  in te rna t i ona l  produc t i on ,  the

log is t i cs  beh ind  moun t i ng  ma jo r  s tud io  f i lms ,

and  how  Aust ra l ian  ta len t  and  loca t i ons  p l ay

an  inc reas i ng  ro le  in  g loba l  f i lmmak ing .

Day  One  conc luded  poo ls i de  by  we lcoming

v is i t i ng  gues ts  a t  the  In te rna t i ona l  Pa r tne r

D r i nks ,  fo l lowed  by  the  eno rmous ly  popu l a r

Aud i o  N e two rk  Ope n i n g  N i g h t  D r i n ks .
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official opening

Launchpad

producing blockbusters with eric mcleod

hector crawford memorial lecturer wesley enoch



The second  day  o f  SCREEN FOREVER was

undoub ted ly  the  bus i es t ,  w i th  26  sess i ons

and  soc ia l  even t s  tak ing  p l ace  dur i ng  the

day .  

The  day  began  w i th  the  S c re e n r i g h ts  Spe e d

N e two rk i n g  H our ,  wh ich  prov i ded  an

ene rg is i ng  and  in fo rmal  space  fo r  de lega tes

to bu i l d  new  i ndust ry  re la t i onsh ips .  

De lega tes  then  h i t  the  g round runn ing  w i th

seve ra l  in fo rma t ive  and  engag ing  sess i ons ,

i nc lud ing  the  popu l a r  S C R E E N  W A R S :  T rump

vs  G l o b a l  T ra d e ,  wh ich  was  ext remely  top i ca l

g iven  T rump ’s  proposed  ta r i f fs  on

in te rna t i ona l  f i lm  be ing  announced  tha t  day .

The day  prog ressed  w i th  a  range  of  we l l -

rece ived  sess i ons ,  i nc lud ing  H ow  I  W o n  th e

P i tc h :  U nsc r ipte d  E d i t i o n ,  C a n a d a  a n d

Aust ra l i a :  B re a k i n g  D own  th e  Suc c ess  o f  our

C o -P ro duc t i o ns ,  T a k i n g  Aust ra l i a n  A du l t

A n i m a t i o n  to  th e  W o r l d…  a n d  to  Aust ra l i a ,

and  Cu l tu ra l  S a f e ty  f o r  I n te rn a t i o n a l  C o -

P ro duc t i o ns  to name a  few.  

Pos t  a f te rnoon  tea  b reak ,  de lega tes  prepa red

fo r  mo re  sess i ons  packed  w i th  loca l  and  

In te rna t i ona l  sc reen  execut ives  d iscuss i ng

po ignan t  and  burn ing  sc reen  top i cs .  

I n d i e  T V  -  Is  I t  a  T h i n g  saw  SPA ’s  Andy

Ba rc lay  hos t  a  pane l  o f  expe r ts  and  s tee r  a

conve rsa t i on  examin ing  how  to susta in

independen t  TV  produc t i on  desp i te

skyrocke t i ng  expenses .

Then  Fede ra l  Sena to r  Pe r i n  Davey  j o ined  SPA

CEO Ma t thew  Deane r  and  SPA Counc i l  Cha i r

Ka te  Ca rne l l  AO to d iscuss  wha t  the  l i ke ly

dynamics  wou l d  be  pos t -e lec t i on  and  to

d issec t  the  resu l t s  f rom the  May  po l l .

F i rs t  N a t i o ns  Futures :  C h a r t i n g  a  B o l d  N ew

E ra  a t  N I T V  saw  execut ives  f rom the

b roadcas te r  d iscuss  the i r  s t ra teg ies  and

pr i o r i t i es  fo r  2025.  

The  f ina l  sess i on  o f  the  day  was  Aust ra l i a  vs

th e  W o r l d :  H ow  to  S e cure  a n  I n te rn a t i o n a l

Aud i e n c e  wh ich  exp l o red  Why  does

Aust ra l ia ’s  i n te rna t i ona l  ma rke t  presence

remain  l im i ted  on  the  g loba l  s tage .  

De lega tes  rounded  out  the  day  m ing l ing  and

ne two rk ing  unde r  Queens l and ’s  go lden  sk ies

a t  the  C i ty  o f  G o l d  C o ast  M ayo r 's  Sunse t

S o c i a l .

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U
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indie tv - is it a thing



THE VALUE OF THE PRODUCER CREDIT

SCREENRIGHTS SPEED NETWORKING HOUR

 GOLD COAST DEPUTY MAYOR, REPRESENTING MAYOR 

TOM TATE AT CITY OF GOLD COAST MAYOR’S SUNSET SOCIAL

SCREEN WARS - TRUMP VS GLOBAL TRADE



Delega tes  s ta r ted  Day  Th ree  of  SCREEN

FOREVER w i th  the  S ta te  o f  P l ay  w i th  Hug h

M a rks ,  M a n a g i n g  D i re c to r  o f  th e  A B C  sess i on ,

wh ich  saw  Hugh de l ive r  a  un ique

presen ta t i on  o f  h is  pro jec ted  out l ook  on  the

indust ry ,  fo l lowed  by  Q&A ,  mode ra ted  by

Vi rg in ia  T r i o l i .

The res t  o f  the  day  was  busy  w i th  21  sess i ons

and  soc ia l  even t s ,  i nc lud ing  Mee t  the

Funde rs :  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia ,  whe re  agency

execut ives  d iscussed  changes  the  agency

sees  coming  up  i n  the  next  12  mon ths  and

new  i n i t i a t ives ,  fo l lowed  by  an  oppo r tun i ty

fo r  Q&A .

The Pub l ish e rs  P i tc h  P a n e l ,  wh ich  o f fe red

produce rs  a  pr ime  oppo r tun i ty  to d iscove r

s tandout  s to r i es  f rom pub l ishe rs ,  agen t s ,  and

autho rs .

Kyas  Hepwo r th ,  Head  of  Sc reen  NSW ,

mode ra ted  R e b o o ts  vs  O r i g i n a ls ,   whe re  a

pane l  o f  expe r ts  d iscussed  remakes  be ing

produced  loca l ly ,  ques t i on ing  whe the r

remakes  a re  a  be t te r  be t  than  o r i g ina ls .

Comfo r t  TV  was  i n  the  spo t l i gh t  dur i ng  T h e

P owe r  o f  P ro c e dura ls  &  C o m f o r t  T V  -  W hy  W e

K e ep  C o m i n g  B a c k ,  whe re  lead ing

in te rna t i ona l  produce rs  and  sc reen

execut ives  b roke  down  the  appea l  o f  s tap l e

gen res ,  revea l ing  how  s t ruc tu re ,  cha rac te r

fami l ia r i ty ,  and  emo t i ona l  payof f  keep

aud iences  engaged .

I n te rna t i ona l  speake rs  Lyn n  R e n e e  M axcy ,  A l i

W e i nste i n ,  and  P a t t i  M i l l e r  sa t  on  the  A

C l i m a te  f o r  S to r i es  sess i on ,  mode ra ted  by

Ca the r i ne  Nebaue r ,  and  exp l o red  prac t i ca l

approaches  to embedd ing  mean ingfu l

messages  i n to na r ra t ives  tha t  resona te  w i th

mains t ream aud iences .

The f ina l  sess i on  o f  the  day  was  R e d l i g h t

G re e n l i g h t ,  whe re  a  packed  room wa tched  in

rea l  t ime  as  a  team of  indust ry  pros

b ra ins to rmed a  pro jec t  l ive  f rom ea r ly

concept  to some th ing  ready  fo r  ma rke t .

The day  rounded  out  by  honour i ng  the  sk i l l ,

accomp l ishmen t  and  imag ina t i on  o f  the  SPA

membe rs  who  b r i ng  qua l i ty  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es

to l i fe  a t  the  pres t i g ious  S P A  Awa rds  and

S C R E E N  F O R E V E R  G a l a  P a r ty .  

W W W . S C R E E N P R O D U C E R S . O R G . A U
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https://www.screenforever.org.au/39/session/2915771/state-of-play-with-hugh-marks-managing-director-of-the-abc
https://www.screenforever.org.au/39/session/2915771/state-of-play-with-hugh-marks-managing-director-of-the-abc


MEET THE FUNDERS: SCREEN AUSTRALIAREBOOTS VS ORIGINALS

23RD ANNUAL SPA AWARDS

SCREEN FOREVER GALA PARTY



SPA AWARDS

The Sc reen  P roduce rs  Aust ra l ia  (SPA )   

Awa rds  ce leb ra te  the  exce l lence  o f  the

compan ies  and  c rea t ives  beh ind

Aust ra l ia 's  mos t  i con ic  sc reen  s to r i es .

The annua l  Awa rds  honour  the  sk i l l ,

accomp l ishmen t ,  and  imag ina t i on  o f  SPA

membe rs  and  remain  the  on ly  awa rds

vo ted  so le ly  by  the  produc t i on

bus i nesses  tha t  take  Aust ra l ian  s to r i es

to the  wo r l d .

Hos ted  by  Ac to r  and  Comedian  N ina

Oyama ,  the  n igh t  saw  20  prominen t

compan ies  ce leb ra ted  ac ross  18

compe t i t ive  ca tego r i es .  

The  Med ia  Supe r  P roduc t i on  Bus i ness  o f

the  Yea r  Awa rd wen t  to No r the rn

Pic tu res ,  wh i le  B r isbane -based

produc t i on  s tud io  Ludo S tud io  was

awa rded  An ima ted  P roduc t i on  o f  the

Yea r  fo r  Bluey  and  D rama Se r i es

P roduc t i on  o f  the  Yea r  fo r  Thou  Sha l t

No t  S tea l .  

I n  add i t i on  to recogn is i ng  Aust ra l ian

produc t i ons  and  produc t i on  bus i nesses ,

the  ce remony  a lso ce leb ra ted  Lana

G reenha lgh  as  the  rec ip i en t  o f  the

Commiss i one r  o f  the  Yea r  Awa rd and

ve te ran  produce r  and  indust ry

t ra i lb laze r  An tony  I .  G innane  w i th  the

L i fe t ime  Ach ievemen t  Awa rd .  

Aust ra l ian  sc reen  s ta rs  i nc lud ing  A l is ta i r

Baldw i n  (W r i te r  &  D i rec to r )  N icho las

B rown  (Fake ,  NCIS :  Sydney ) ,  Cha r l o t te

F r i e ls  (Ni t ram ) ,  Ch loe  Hayden

(Hea r tb reak  H igh ) ,  Genev i eve  Hegney

(Col in  f rom Accoun t s ) ,  Jenna  Owen

(Opt i cs ,  Nugge t  is  Dead :  A  Ch r is tmas

S to ry ) ,  Cha r l o t te  S ten t  (Bluey ) ,  V ic

Ze rbs t  (Opt i cs ,  Nugge t  is  Dead :  A

Ch r is tmas  S to ry )  and  Na ta l ie  Mi l le r  AO

a t tended  the  ce remony  and  presen ted

awa rds  th roughout  the  n igh t .
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T H E  S P A  A W A R D S
C E L E B R A T E  T H E
QUALITY  O F  O U R
S T O R I E S  A N D  T H E
TALENT  O F  O U R
S T O R Y T E L L E R S .   



VINCENT SHEEHAN

COMEDY PROGRAM OR SERIES PRODUCTION OF THE YEAR

IN FILMS, FEATURE DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION OF THE YEARNINA OYAMA, HOST OF 23  ANNUAL SPA AWARDS
RD

wooden horse & wildbear entertainment

 documentary program or series production of the year



The fu l l  l is t  o f  w i nne rs  is  as  fo l lows :

P ro duc t i o n  Awa rds

P ro duc t i o n  Awa rds  A n i m a te d  P ro duc t i o n  o f

th e  Y e a r  -  Bluey ,  Ludo S tud io  

C h i l d re n ’s  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -

Windca tche r ,  Eve ry  C loud P roduc t i ons  &

Unless  P ic tu res

C o m e dy  P ro g ra m  o r  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f

th e  Y e a r  -  F isk  S3 ,  O r i gma 45

D o cum e n ta ry  P ro g ra m  o r  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n

o f  th e  Y e a r  -  S tu f f  the  B r i t ish  S to le  S2 ,

Wooden Ho rse  &  W i ldBea r  En te r ta inmen t

w i th  C ream P roduc t i ons

D ra m a  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -

Thou  Sha l t  No t  S tea l ,  Ludo S tud io

E n te r ta i n m e n t  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -

Tony  A rmst rong ’s  Ext ra -O rd ina ry  Th ings ,

F reman t l e  Aust ra l ia

F e a tu re  D o cum e n ta ry  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e

Y e a r  -  Unb reakab le :  The  Je lena  Dok ic

S to ry ,  I n  F i lms

F e a tu re  F i l m  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -  Run t ,

See P ic tu res

O n l i n e  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -  Bad

Ancesto rs ,  Purp l e  Ca r ro t  En te r ta inmen t

R e a l i ty  S e r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -  The

G rea t  Aust ra l ian  Bake  Of f  S8 ,  BBC

S tud ios  Aust ra l ia

S h o r t  F i l m  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e  Y e a r  -

Wishes :  W indows  &  Nests ,  Ka ru -Ka ru

T e l e m ov i e  o r  M i n ise r i es  P ro duc t i o n  o f  th e

Y e a r  -  Af te r  the  Pa r ty ,  L ingo  P ic tu res  &

Luminous  Beas t

Bus i n ess  Awa rds

B re a k th roug h  Bus i n ess  o f  th e  Y e a r  -

Kind l ing  P ic tu res  

M e d i a  Supe r  P ro duc t i o n  Bus i n ess  o f  th e

Y e a r  -  No r the rn  P ic tu res

S c re e n  Bus i n ess  Expo r t  Awa rd  -  Jung le

En te r ta inmen t  fo r  Good  Cop ,  Bad  Cop

S e rv i c es  &  F a c i l i t i es  Bus i n ess  o f  th e  Y e a r

-  TAG

I n d iv i dua l  Awa rds

C o m m iss i o n e r  o f  th e  Y e a r  Awa rd  -  Lana

G reenha lgh ,  The  Foxte l  G roup

L i f e t i m e  A c h i eve m e n t  Awa rd  -  An tony  I .

Ginnane

The  Awa rds  ce remony  a lso saw  Rae  Cho i

named as  the  rec ip i en t  o f  the  $20 ,000  Ones

To Wa tch  Sc reen  P lacemen t ,  wh ich  is

suppo r ted  by  Sc reen  Aust ra l ia .  He l ium

Pic tu res  was  a lso announced  as  the  w i nne r  o f

the  annua l  SDIN  Awa rd fo r  the i r  produc t i on ,

The Assembly .
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northern pictures , media super production business of the year Winner
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LANA GREENHALGH,

COMMISSIONER OF THE YEAR

ANTONY I. GINNANE,

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

JASON STEPHENS

Telemovie or Mini Series Production of the Year

LUDO STUDIO, ANIMATED PRODUCTION OF THE YEAR



ONES TO WATCH

RAE CHOI, Ones To Watch Screen PLACEMENT RECIPIENT
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Now  ce leb ra t i ng  i t s  12th  yea r ,  Ones  To  Wa tch

is  a  profess i ona l  deve lopmen t  and  men to r i ng

prog ram fo r  ea r ly -ca ree r  sc reen  produce rs

l ook ing  to acce le ra te  the i r  sc reen  bus i ness

acumen to the  next  l eve l .

I t  takes  a  g i f ted  ind iv i dua l  w i th  the  r i gh t

bus i ness  acumen ,  c rea t iv i ty  and  g r i t  to

succeed  as  a  produce r ,  and  iden t i fy i ng  and

gu i d ing  ta len ted  ind iv i dua ls  ea r ly  i n  the i r

ca ree rs  has  a  mu l t i tude  of  benef i t s  fo r  the

indust ry .

As  i n  prev i ous  yea rs ,  the  pa r t i c ipan t s  we re

pa i red  w i th  a  lead ing  produce r  f rom w i th in

the  SPA membe rsh ip  fo r  s ix  mon ths  o f  one -

on -one  men to r i ng  and  took  pa r t  i n  an

exc lus ive  web ina r  se r i es  to deve lop  the i r

c rea t ive  s l a te  and  bus i ness  sk i l ls .

Each  pa r t i c ipan t  cou l d  app ly  fo r  the  Ones  To

Wa tch  Sc reen  P lacemen t ,  suppo r ted  by

Sc reen  Aust ra l ia .

This  g ran t  prov i des  AU$20 ,000  to secure  a

p l acemen t  w i th  a  produc t i on  company

anywhe re  in  the  wo r l d .  Rae  Cho i  was  th is

yea r ’s  w i nne r  and  w i l l  use  the  g ran t  to t rave l

to Europe  and  wo rk  w i th  two produc t i on

compan ies ,  i nc lud ing  Pa loma P roduc t i ons

(Copenhagen ,  Denma rk )  &  He re t i c  (A thens ,

G reece ) .

Ul t ima te ly ,  one  o f  the  mos t  va luab le  aspec t s

of  the  prog ram has  cons is ten t ly  been  the

ne two rk ing  oppo r tun i t i es .  Th is  yea r  was  no

except i on ,  w i th  the  prog ram ’s  pa r tne rs  and

membe rs  o f  the  SPA P rac t i t i one r  P rog rams

i n i t i a t ive  inc luded  in  fo rmal  and  in fo rmal

ne two rk ing  even t s .  

The  coho r t  a lso had  the  exc lus ive

oppo r tun i ty  o f  V IP  mee t -and -g ree t s  w i th

in te rna t i ona l  gues ts ,  i nc lud ing  Noe l  Hedges ,

L ionsga te ,  and  Ca r r i e  S te in ,  o f  Dynamic

Te lev is i on .

The 2024  Ones  To  Wa tch  was  suppo r ted  by

Sc reen  Aust ra l ia ,  F i lm  F inances ,  Fu l c rum

Media  A r ts  Lawye rs ,  Med ia  Supe r ,  SBS and

Sc reen  NSW .

 2024 Ones To Watch cohort at 23  annual SPA AWARDS
rd



J E S S I C A  M U R P H Y

 M E N T O R :  D A N  L A K E ,

O R A N G E  

E N T E R T A I N M E N T  C O .

G E O R G I A  N O E

M E N T O R :  V I N C E N T  S H E E N A N ,

O R I G M A  4 5

K A R A  P I S C O N E R I

 M E N T O R :  L I S A  S H A U N E S S Y ,

I N D E P E N D E N T

A M A N D A  S P A G N O L O

M E N T O R :  P E N N I E  B R O W N ,

P R I N C E S S  P I C T U R E S
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R I T A  A R T M A N N

 M E N T O R :  L A U R E N  B R O W N ,

L U D O  S T U D I O

N A V I D  B A H A D O R I

 M E N T O R :  K Y L I E  W A S H I N G T O N ,

B B C  S T U D I O S  A U S T R A L I A  

L I L L A  B E R R Y

 M E N T O R S :  D A V I D  J O W S E Y  &

G R E E R  S I M P K I N ,  B U N Y A

P R O D U C T I O N S

R A E  C H O I

 M E N T O R :  R E B E C C A

S U M M E R T O N ,  C L O S E R

P R O D U C T I O N S

S H O N E T L  K E T C H E L L

M E N T O R S :  B A I N  S T E W A R T  &

L E A H  P U R C E L L ,  O O M B A R R A

P R O D U C T I O N S

S C A R L E T T  K O E H N E

M E N T O R :  R O B  G I B S O N ,  E A S Y

T I G E R  P R O D U C T I O N S

C E C I L I A  L O W

 M E N T O R :  R E B E C C A  B A R R Y ,

M E D I A  S T O C K A D E

J O S E P H  M E L D R U M

M E N T O R :  S C H U Y L E R  W E I S S ,

B A Z M A R K

PARTICIPANTS
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Rita Artmann

 Mentor: Lauren Brown, Ludo Studio

Navid Bahadori

 Mentor: Kylie Washington, BBC Studios ANZ

Lilla Berry

 Mentors: David Jowsey & Greer Simpkin, 

Bunya Productions

Rae Choi

 Mentor: Rebecca Summerton, Closer Productions

Shontell Ketchell

Mentors: Bain Stewart & Leah Purcell, 

Oombarra Productions

Scarlett Koehne

Mentor: Rob Gibson, Easy Tiger Productions

Cecilia Low

 Mentor: Rebecca Barry, Media Stockade

Joseph Meldrum

Mentor: Schuyler Weiss, BAZMARK

Jessica Murphy

 Mentor: Dan Lake, Orange Entertainment Co.

Georgia Noe

Mentor: Vincent Sheehan, Origma 45

Kara Pisconeri

 Mentor: Lisa Shaunessy, Independent

Amanda Spagnolo

Mentor: Pennie Brown, Princess Pictures

 

MENTORS
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Making the most of the Ones To Watch program 

Speakers: Dale Fairbairn 

Creating a Sustainable Screen Business

Speakers: Blake Northfield / Rebecca Barry

Producer Intel with Wooden Horse

Speakers: Jude Troy / Matt Okine, Wooden Horse

Producer Intel on Marketing & Distribution

Speakers: Marc Woodbridge / Maslow Entertainment / 

Film Finances

Producer Intel with Zach Parker, Fulcrum Media Finance

Speakers: Paul Wiegard / Michael Matrenza

Producer Intel with Emile Sherman, See-Saw Films

Speaker: Emile Sherman, See-Saw Films

SCREEN FOREVER 39 Bootcamp

Speakers: Jessica Giacco, Tsu Shan Chambers, Robbie

Milne, Tessa Mansfield-Hung 

Media Arts Law

Speaker: Stephanie Scott, Media Arts Lawyers

 

WEBINARS



Todd Abbott

RAE CHOI, SCREEN FOREVER 39

KARA PISCONERI, SCREEN FOREVER 39

kYLIE washington, Navid Bahadori & Cecilia Low

SCREEN FOREVER 39

RITA ARTMANN, SCREEN FOREVER 39 jessica murphy, 23  annual spa awards
rd



FINANCE

great australian road trips, mint pictures




















































































